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Dr. Mayhew's REMARKS. 


ence to be gainſaid *.* 


HE. fame men, which in heat of con- 
tention do hardly either ſpeak or give 
ear to Reaſon, being, after ſharp and 

bitter conflicts, retired to a calm remembrance 
of all their former proceedings; the cauſes 
that brought them into quarrel, the courſe 
which their ſtriving affections have followed, 
and the iſſue whereunto they are come, may 
peradventure, as troubled waters, in ſmall time 
of their own accord by certain -eaſy degrees 
fettle themſelves again; and ſo recover that 
clearneſs of well- adviſed judgment, whereby 
they ſhall ſtand at the length indifferent both 
to yield and admit any reaſonable latisfaction, 
where before they could not endure with pati- 


This Sentiment of a writer of incomparable tem- 


per, judgment and eloquence, may ſerve to introduce 


the following reftexions on a controverted ſubject 


Hafer, Laws of Ecel. Pol. Book YI. 
which 


2 A Review of Dr. Mayhew's Remarks. 
which has been managed by ſome of both parties 


with too much warmth, not to have produced ſome 


indifcretions. As paſſion and prejudice blind our 
reafon ; we are more likely to be diſcerning, juſt 
and impartial, when the fervour of debate has ſub- 
ſided. As it becomes all men frequently to re- 
view their own conduct; it eſpecially becomes 
thoſe, whoſe public ſentiments may have any in- 
fluence on the intereſts of Religion, carefully to 
conſider what they write ar have written ſo as to 
confirm what is {afe and true in their opinions, and 
be as ready to retract their own errors againſt Truth 
or Charity, as to animadvert with candour on 
thoſe of others. | 

It is not merely for the ſake of having the laſt 
Word, much leſs with an intention of provoking 
a reply, and bringing on endleſs matter of diſ- 
pute, that the Writer ventures to reſume the ſub- 


ject of a late . concerning the conduct 


of the Society for the Propagation of the Goſpeb; 
which, though a local debate begun in New-Eng- 
land, has been thought intereſting enough to be 
brought before a higher tribunal, the Public in 
Great-Britain, Lo that tribunal it is thought 
proper to follow the Author of the Remarks 
© on a Tra&k entitled, an Anſwer to Dr. May- 
& he's Obſervations.“ To his reflexions on theſe 
Remarks, the Writer would farther premiſe, that 
among the Reaſons which have kept him hitherto 
fromengaging in this altercation, beſides a Diſtruſt 
of his ability to acquit himicii properly, was an 
Apprchenſioa of inadvertently offending Perſons 
for whom he has a real reſpect, and Perſuakons 
for which he has a perfect charity. To theſe he 


would add, the Fear of continuing or exciting con- 
tentions, and of bripging on himlelt ſevere and 


conteraptuous treatment, and unjuſt afperſions. on 
his private Character, He has been repeatedly 
* 
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ARE VIEW of Dr. Mayhew Remarks, 3 
Teproathed for his Silence in this diſpute, 
(Rem. p. 83.) and expects to be not very gently 
treated for breaking that Silence. Yet he would 
wiſh, if poſſible, to make the Doctor his Friend, who 
has no reaſon, either public or private, to be his 
Enemy. 

When the controverſies of Religion are charged, 
as they commonly are, with perſonal cenſures, it 
may ſometimes be expedient, ratner to bear a pri- 
vate injury, in the hope of compoſing differences, 
than too pertinaciouſly to contend for Victory, even 
under the enſigns of Truth. Tet a cool and rea- 
ſonable ſelf-defence ſeemed in the preſent caſe 
both juſtifiable and neceſſary, not only to vindicate 
that Reputation in private life, which is dearer to 
an honeſt man than any thing except his Duty 
but to aſſert the cauſe of the Church of England, 
to which the Writer owes his beſt ſervices; and 
the Integrity of a Society, to which he has had the 
honour of more than one attachment, The ſame 
equity which makes us abhor an infringement of 
the Rights of others, naturally prompts us to af- 
fert our own. But we ſhould limit a contro- 
verſy to its juſt ends, the ſupport and virdica- 
tion of Truth and Liberty; not unneceſſarily pro- 
tract it, only to gratify the vanity and ſelf impor- 
tance of the controvertiſts. | 

In this attempt to diſcover what is true and rea- 
ſonable on either ſide in the Subject before us, I 
propoſe to follow the Method ſtruck out by the 
moſt able and candid author of the Anſcber to the 
Obſervations. The diſtinction of the matter of this. 
controverſy, as reſpecting the Church of England 
in general; the Conduct of the Society in ſettling 
« Miniſters of that Church in the Maſſachuſettsand 
Connecticut; and the appointing Biſhops to re- 
* {ide in his Majeſty's American Colonies,” is cer- 


tainly juſt ; though Dr. Mayhew did not formally 
B 2 propole 
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propoſe this Method, and objects to it as not recon- 
cileable with that Author's acknowleged ** Cangor 
and Ingenuity.” See Anſw. p. 3. Rem. p. 4, 5 

But as molt things in the Doctor s ſeveral = 
are fairly reducible to one or other of thele Heads; 
and as much is faid on each of them, though two 
of theſe points are foreign to his original ſubject ; 
there was no reaſon to prepoſſeſs his 6wn “ un- 
% wary readers“ with any ſuſpicion of “ craft or 
e artifice,” or even of © inadvertence” in ſo reſpec- 
table a Writer, for throwing his ſcattered Obſerva- 
tions into a better method than he found them in. 
The Subjects before us are much indebted to that 
excellent Author, as well for the lucid Order in 
which he has diſpoſed them, as for his clear and 
candid Reaſonings. 


Our firſt Topic will include whatever in the Re- 
marks, &c. relates to the Church of England, whe- 
ther in its Worſhip or Government. Without ſtep- 
ping out of his way to bring in any new matter 
of controverſy, the Writer, in the inſtances ob- 
jected to, will concede whatever appears juſtly ex- 
ceptionable, as well as endeavour to vindicate what 
he thinks defenſible. He ranks himſelf, in the 
words of a molt learned Prelate F, among * thoſe 
©* ſober Miniſters of the eſtabliſhed Church, who 
hold themſelves bound to obey its We 
* as well as to profeſs its Doctrines. 
we are not obliged to aſſert an abſolute Perfection 
in any vihble Church: wherever, led by the power 
of Truth, he ſhall in the inſtances alleged, make 

any Conceſſions or wiſh for any Improyements: z he 
nopes he ſhall not tranſgreis the limits of his Duty, 
or go beyond the juſt Liberty, which hath been ap- 
- proved in ſeveral Writers of our Communion. 
*The Citations are according to the London editions. 
+ Biſhop Warburton, Dadir. of Grace, Book III. 
The 
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The Remarker, p. 5. a little retracts his “ too 
© harſh and irritating exprefſions,” concerning the 


Hierarchy and Church of Eugland. But when he 


would excuſe his own aſperity, from the ill tem- 
per of Epiſcopalians; the Reader might imagine, 


that ſomething preceding his own O&/ervations 


had juſtly excited the acrimony that appears in 
that piece, and in the two Defences of it. Nothing 
previous to the Oh ſervations had been written or 
publithed by Epiſcopalians, except one or two fu- 
gitive pieces in a News-paper, and the ſhort pam- 
phlet of Conſiderations on the Inſtitution and Con- 
duct of che Society: in which the Writer diſ- 
claimed all intentions of offence or controverſy; 
expreſſed his reſpect and honour for good men of 
all perſuaſions; and his real opinion that they 
might promote in concert the main end in view: 
the chriſtian Faith and Virtue, 

The Doctor declares “ his real Sentiments con- 
« cerning the conſtitution, worſhip, and diſcipline 
of the Church of England to be no ways altered, 
Sc.“ p. 6. This is not to be wondered at; and 
with all our zeal of proſelyting, we do not hope 
to make Him a proſclyte. He allows but little 
weight to the argument in its favour, that other 
Churches eſteem it next to their own, As to the 


fact itſelf, 1 believe it cannot be diſproved, nor 


the ſame concurring Teſtimonies produced in fa- 
vour of any other Communion. The Authority 
of the learned Writer on whom he remarks, is ſuf- 
ficient for the Truth of the aſſertion: and ſome 
ſtrong Reaſons are aſſigned for it; Anſw. p. 68. 
The Doctor might have found a better authority for 
that ſentiment in the Couſiderations, (which aſcribes 
a preference to the Church of England, from the 
favourable ſuffrage of other Churches) than that of 
our Englihh Luctan, who applies it to quite ano- 
ther Purpoſe. The Author, from whom it was 
cited 
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cited by memory, probably had his eye on a 
Fragment of Cicero, which deſcribes the Philoſo- 
phy of the Academy in much the ſame terms as 
he had uſed in {peaking of the Church of England. 
Every other Sect, next to itſelf, readily gave it 
& the preference to the reſt : which univerſal con- 
* ceffion of the ſecond place, is commonly thought 
te to infer a right to the firſt *,?”? | 
As far as the Reaſonableneſs of our Church-con- 
ſtitution is deducible from the good opinion which 
other perſuaſions have of it; the fact aſſerted, 
and not diſproved by the Remarker, might be ve- 
rified by proper authorities. The Writer has not 
opportunities of making any full Collections on 
this article. But as far as the private opinions of 
foreign Proteſtants are of weight, (and ſome of 
them are of almoſt equal weight, in the ſcale of 
Reaſon, with the deciſions of Churches) we have 
the greateſt names among them in our favour. 
It is well known, that even Cakyzn and Beza have 
given very honourable teſtimony, not only to the 
Doctrines, but to the Government of our Church. 
The illuſtrious Grotius F, who was cautious of af- 
ſociating with any particular Communion, had yet 
a moſt javourable opinion of the Church of Eng- 
land, in an age when her Government was much 
leſs ſuitable to the moderation of his temper, 
than it is at preſent. Of the Greek Church, one 
teſtimony may ſuffice, that of Cyrillus Lucaris &, 
| who 
* Academico ſapienti, ab omnibus cæterarum ſectarum, qui 
fbi ſapiertes viderentur, fecundz partes dantur ; cum primas 
ſibi quemque vendicare, neceilc lit; ex quo poteſt probabiliter 
confici, eum rectè primum elle judicio ſuo, qui omnium cœte- 
rorum judicio fit ſecundus. See Midaleton. Life of Cic. 5. xii. 
+ Hug. Grotium eccleſiam Anglicanam maximopere com- 
mendaſſe, & alis omnibus prætuliſſe, oſtendit J. Clericus in fine 
libri Grotiani de vericate Relig. Chr. a fe edit, Mybem, Inſtit, 
Hiſt. Ecel. P. 999. | | 
$ Cyrillus Lucaris antiſtes CP, vir doctus, qui magnam Eu- 
zopæ partem peragriaverat, aperie, & apertius quam * 
ex 
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who may be ſaid to have died a Martyr to the 
Church'of England ; as he was cruelly put to death 
by his ignorant and bigatted Countrymen, for his 
noble plan of regulating the Gree Church, on 
the maxims of the Eng/zh Reformation. With 
regard to foreign Churches, ſome, as the Pruſ- 
ian“, have even been inclined to adopt our Li- 
turgy. Qur Articles are aſſerted by a moſt learned 
Divine +, to have been formed on the model of 
the Augfourgh Conteſſion ; which, by the way, 
may ſerve to acquit them of the charge of Calvin- 
i/m. Thus, we have the Lutherau and other 
Churches, and many private judgments concur- 
ring, in igving a /econd place, and even a Pre- 
ference, to the Church of England: The Luther: 
„ aus prefer it to the Cakvinjt Communion, the 
„ Calwiniſis to the Lutheran, the Greeks to both.“ 
Anſw. p. 68. And a Rcaſon is aſſigned for this, 
which does honour to our Church. Our in- 
„ clination is, to live in friendſhip with all the 
& Proteſtant Churches. We aſſiſt and protect thoſe 
© on the Continent of Europe as well as we are 
* able, We ſhew our regard to that of Scotland, 
“ as often as we have an opportunity.— To 
«© thoſe who differ from, us in this part of the 
Kingdom, we neither attempt nor wiſh any in- 
« jury.” vid. But the Remarker undervalues 
any authorities in our favour, as © a true Pro- 
lex ferebat, ſignificabat propendere ſeſe animo in Anglorum 


& Batavorum de re divina ſententias, & veteris Græcorum re- 
ligionis emendationem meditari, Moſbem. p. 917. 

See an Account of Dr. Grabe, 1 in Mr. Ne{on's Life of Biſhop 
Bull, $. 81. 

+ Auguſtan — juorum confeilionem, utpote omnium reforma- 
torum nobiliſſiimam atque antiquiſſimam, ita fecuti ſunt eccleſiæ 
noſtræ proceres; ut qui iſtam ignorat, is articulorum noſtrorum 
mentem ac ſententiam vix recte percepturus fit. Balli Harmon. 
Abit. Diſſ. 11, c. xviti, See this Confetihon in che Works of 
Crotius, Tom: EY - 

Theſe teſtimonies might be enlarged from Biſhop Z/s, on the 
Liberty of Proteſtants, p. 127, 152, e. 
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teſtant 


8 A Review of Dr. Mayhew's Remarks. 
teſtant judges, not by the majority of votes or 
numbers, but by Scripture and Reaſon.” p. 6. 
Bur ſurely he will allow the uſe of Scripture and 
Reaſon to other Proteſtants, as well as himſelf; as 
well to thoſe who favour, as to thoſe who oppoſe us. 

A more candid Adverſary would have found a 
better reaſon for the hatred, as well as the eſteem, 
of the Church of Rome towards that of England, than 
either a remaining ſimilitude between them,” 
or a fancied © rivalſhip for power, worldly ſplen- 
„dor and preeminence.” Rem. p. 7. The ſuppoſed 
Similitude has been fo well explained and defended: 
by our beſt Writers, that it may ſuffice to refer the 
Reader to them on this article“. Thoſe who will 
diligently and impartially compare our Eſtabliſn- 
ment with the Roi Church, will find great rea- 
ſon to admire and approve the wiſdom of our Re- 
formers, both in retaining what was ſound, and in 
rejecting what was falſe and ſuperſtitions, in that 
confuſed medley of Truth and Impoſture. 

A Rivalihip in power and fplendour can hardly 
fubfiſt, where one claims and hath ſo much, and 
the other fo little. For how moderate and juſti- 
fiable a power and authority, in decreeing Rites 
and Ceremonies, and in Controverſies of Faith, 
our Church aſſerts to herſelf, any one may ſee by 
conſulting Biſhop Burnet's-Expoſition of her Arti- 
cles. One Reaſon of the Hatred of the Church 
of Rome to that of England is hinted in the Anſwer 
to the O&ſervations ; becauſe ** our Church is the 
„ moſt dangerous enemy to their cauſe, and the 
« {ftrongeſt bulwark of the Reformation.“ p. 4. For 
while the Engliſh Empire retains its Greatneſs, and 
the Eneliſb Church its Purity, Proteſtantiſm will 

2 moit effectually ſupported. 


 * Hooker, Book IV. London Caſes, Vol. II. . 264, Cc. or 
Abridgment, Ch. VIII. 


1 


and authority of government. 
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Another true cauſe of this hatred to us, from 
the Church of Rome, is that her monſtrous delu- 
fiohs have been more expreſly and authoritatively 
diſcarded by the Exgliſb government, more ſtrongly 
and clearly pete by the Engliſb Clergy, than by 
any other Church or State. Our Reformation was 
a national undertaking, conducted * the wiſdom 

hen Popery 
comes in his way, the Doctor falls into ſuch a 
paroxyſm, that we cannot help calling to mind a 
principal character in a certain curious theological 
re ger to which he ſomewhere refers us. But 
t is not calling hard names, and ſcolding at the 
Church of Rome.“ The Scarlet Whore, with 
& whom the kings and great men of the earth 
% have committed fornication z*” who“ at certain 
& ſeaſons, fairly mounted on her horned beaſt, 
* hath rode, with the cup of abominations in 
ce her hands, almoſt triumphant through Eng- 
© and. It is not this kind of declamation, (Rem. 
p. 76.) that can unveil her ſuperſtitions, or „ ſhew 
her execrable infernal face in its moſt hideous atti- 
tudes.” ibid. The Doctor needs not be told, that 
it is only an accurate knowledge, firſt of Scripture, 
then of the works of the earlieſt Chriſtian writers; 
and laſtly of the civil and eccleſiaſtical hiſtory and 
other writings of the dark and barbarous middle 
ages, when theſe abhorred Superttitions were clan- 
deſtinely brought into the Church, that can qua- 
lify any one properly to detect and confute them. 
And certainly no Church on earth can produce 
men better qualified in all theſe reſpects than ours. 
Witneſs our Jewels, Stillingfleets, Chillingworths, 
Medes, and 7 lol ſons. Where can this ſhort and 
imperfect liſt be paralleled, either among the Pu- 
rirgn or other Proteſtant Divines ? The laſt eſpe. 
cially has, in ſo plain and clear a manner, and 
with ſuch inyincible force of eloquence : and rea; 
lan, 


2. 


8 A Rervitw of Dr. Mayhew's Remarks. 


teſtant judges, not by the majority of votes or 
numbers, bot by Scripture and Reaſon.” p. 6. 
Bur ſurely he will allow the uſe of Scripture and 
Reaſon to other Proteſtants, as well as himſelf; as 
well to thoſe who favour, as to thoſe who oppoſe us. 

A more candid Adverſary would have found a 
better reaſon for the hatred, as well as the eſteem, 
of the Church of Ree towards that of England, than 
either remaining ſimilitude between them,“ 
or a "Ry died © rivallhip for power, worldly ſplen- 
„dor and preeminence.” Rem. p. 7. The ſuppoſed 
Simi ade has been fo well explained and defended 
by our beſt Writers, thàt it may ſuffice to refer the 
Reader to them on this article“. Thoſe who will 
diligently and impartially compare our Eftabliſh- 
ment with the Rom Church, will find great rea- 
ſon to admire and approve the wiſdom of our Re- 
formers, both in retaining what was found, and in 
rejecting what was falſe and ſuperſtitions, in that 
confuſed medley of Truth and Impoſture. 

A Rivalſhip in power and ſplendour can hardly 
fubfiſt, where one claims and hath ſo much, and 
the other fo little, For how moderate and juſti- 

able a power and authority, in decreeing Rites 
and Ceremonies, and in Controverſies ot Faith, 
our Church aſſerts to herſelf, any one may ſee by 
conſulting Biſhop Burners s Expoſition of her Arti- 
cles. One Reaſon of the Hatred of the Church 
of Rome to that of Hngland is hinted in the Anſwer 
to the Obſervations ; becauſe * our Church is the 
© moſt dangerous enemy to their cauſe, and the 
« ſtrongeſt bulwark of the Reformation.” p, 4. For 
while the gli Empire retains its Greatneſs, and 
the Angliſb Church its Purity, Proteſtantiſm will 


be moit effectually ſupported. 


* Hooker, Book IV. London Cajes, Vol. II. . 264, Sc. or 
Abvidgnent, Ch. VIII. 
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Another true cauſe of this hatred to us, from 
the Church of Rome, is that her monſtrous delu- 
ſions have been more expreſly and authoritatively 
diſcarded by the Englifb government, more ſtrongly 
and clearly expoſed by che Engliſh Clergy, than by 
any other Church or State. Our Reformation was 
a national undertaking, conducted by the wiſdom 
and authority of government. When Popery 
comes in his way, the Doctor falls into ſuch a 

paroxyſm, that we cannot help calling to mind a 
principal character in a certain curious theological 
1 to which he ſomewhere refers us. But 

t is not calling hard names, and ſcolding at the 
Church of Rome.—** The Scarlet Whore, with 
ic whom the kings and great men of the earth 
<& haye committed fornication z*” who“ at certain 
8 ſeaſons, fairly mounted on her horned beaſt, 
* hath rode, with the cup of abominations in 
& her hands, almoſt triumphant through Eng- 
<« ]and.”—Itis not this kind of declamation, (Rem. 
P. 76.) that can unveil her ſuperſtitions, or “ ſhew 
her execrable infernal face in its moſt hideous atti- 
tudes.” ibid. The Doctor needs not be told, that 
it is only an accurate knowledge, firſt of Scripture, 
then of the works of the earlieſt Chriſtian writers; 
and laſtly of the civil and eceleſiaſtical hiſtory and 
other writings of the dark and barbarous middle, 
ages, when theſe abhorred Superttitions were clan- 
deltinely brought into the Church, that can qua- 
lify any one properly to detect and confute them. 
And certainly no Church on earth can produce 
men better qualified in all theſe reſpects than ours. 
Witneſs our Jewels, Stillingfleets, Chillingwerths, 
Medes, and T7 zllotſons. Where can this ſhort and 
imperfect liſt be paralleled, either among the Py- 
riran or other Proteſtant Divines ? The laſt eſpe- 
cially has, in fo plain and clear a manner, and 
with ſuch invincible force of eloquence i and rea; 
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ſon, diſcovered and expoſed the whole impoſture 
of Popery, that any Proteſtant, or any Papiſt, who 
.can read and think, may be either warned and arm- 
ed againſt her corrupt Communion, or convinced 
and brought off from it ; as I ſuppoſe many have 
been by the arguments of that great and good Pre- 
late. In addition to this ſubject, I beg leave to 
tranſcribe a ſhort paſſage from his 77th Sermon, 
which happens to lay before me. We Proteſtants 
* too have our faults and our follies ; and thoſe, 
God knows, too many and too viſible. We 
ce poſſeſs more Truth, but there is but little Peace 
* among us, and yet; do is as well and as often 
* in Scripture called the God of Peace, as the 
© God of Truth. In this great light and liberty 
<* of the reformed Religion, we are apt to be wan- 
© ton and to quarrel and fall out; we are full of 
„ heats and animoſities, of ſchiſm and diviſions, 
„ and the way of peace we have not known.“ 

The KRemarker's large Obſervations in the cloſe 
of his pamphlet, p. 72—77, reſpecting the pro- 
greſs of Popery in England, would indeed be very 
alarming, if they were juſt, But by whoſe Com- 
putation the Papiſts were 100, ooo in London 20 
yeary ago, he has not ſaid, nor can I learn. þ 

ope they fall very far ſhort of that number, 
and believe that they exaggerate very much 
in their boaſts of the annual increaſe of their 
converts. Yet undoubtedly, many are made 
in ſome places: and we have cauſe to be hear- 
tily ſorry for every one that is made; as I am wel] 
aſſured, the whole body of the Clergy are, and 
every ſerious member of our Church mult be. 
When the author of the Anſwer to Dr. Mayhew 
Pleads in behalf of Biſhops in America, that“ Fo- 
«« piſh Biſhops reſide here, and go about to exer- 
de ciſe every part of their function without offence 
* and without obſervation;“ he evidently means 
| every 
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every part of their peculiar function as biſhops ; 
 Eonfirming the youth, ordaining and viſiting the 
clergy of their own communion : for his argu- 
ment led him to ſpeak of nothing elſe. And it 1s 
a known fact, that thoſe things do give no offence 
either to Churchmen or Diſſenters in this kingdom; 
whence he concludes, that the ſame things done by 
Proteſtant Biſhops, would give none in New Eng- 
land. And ſurely, ſo juſt an affertion and fo fair 
reaſoning ought not to have raiſed an outcry : nor 
could they have raiſed any, if the Doctor, and 
ſome others, had not either haſtily imagined, or 
artfully pretended, that making Proſelytes to the 
Church of Rome, was included among the things 
which were ſaid to give no offence: which is pal- 
pably falſe. Proſelytes are chiefly made by their 
Prieſts; and many cannot be made by ſo few Bi- 
ſhops as they have here. But all attempts to make 
them give very great and very juſt offence ; and 1 
am authorized to ſay, give as much to the Wri- 
ter of that Pamphlet as they do to Dr. Mayhew 
himſelf : and I doubt not but the Doctor inwardly 
thinks ſo, though he clamours on the contrary 
ſuppoſition. Were no Papiſts permitted to inhabit 
the king's dominions, it cannot be faid they would 
have any wrong done them, their principles being 
ſo inconſiſtent with thoſe of our Civil Government. 
Yet while they are permitted, common humanity 
requires, that they ſhould enjoy ſuch Exerciſe of 
their Religion, as can be allowed them with ſafety 
ro ourſelves. But they cannot with ſafety be al- 
lowed to make proſelytes; and it is a groſs ca- 
lumny to repreſent any part of the Clergy, as be- 
ing indifferent or lukewarm in this matter. They 
anſwer the books publiſhed in favour of Popery ; 
preach againſt it often, where it is needful; they 
diſcourſe perſonally with ſuch of their people, as 
they know to have been tempted to it; for in the 
larger pariſhes of this city, many ſuch things may 
8 C 2 eſcape 
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eſcape their knowledge; and they give notice to 
magiſtrates and Miniſters of ſtate, when any re- 
markable progreſs is made, or ſteps are taken, by 
that party. Some, among ſo many, may be re- 
miſs; but in general, this is faithfully done. And 
what more can be expected from the Clergy or the 
Biſhops, they who blame them, ought to ſpecify 
coolly and diſtinctly, inſtead. of throwing out in- 
vectives or infinuations at random. What rea- 
ſons Juſtices of Peace, or higher Officers have, 
for paying ſo little regard to the Remonſtrances of 
Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, I take not upon me to enquire. 
But the latter can uſe no coercive power againſt 
Papiſts: and were the former to uſe it, and 
(how much ſoever I diſapprove of penal pro- 
ceedings in matters of Religion) J earneſtly wiſh 
they would to a proper degree; perhaps they 
who now- rail at the ſupineneſs of the Clergy, 
would accuſe them of exciting Perſecution. I 
believe there never was a time, though the Doc- 
tor is pleaſed to affirm there was, p. 76. when 
te the Clergy, eſpecially thoſe of ſuperior rank, 
© and who aimed at riches or higher preferments, 
* connived at the practices of Papiſts and the pro- 
« grefs of Popery, excepting, on certain occaſi- 
* ons of mere form: and left it to a few men, 
* moſtly poor and unſupported, to exert their 
* endeavours againſt it, to a certain detriment 
* in their promotion.” In the worſt of times, 
both the inferior and ſuperior Clergy, have always, 
to their immortal honour, exerted themſelves in 
the cauſe of Proteſtantiſm without fear; and in 
our times there hath been no ſhadow of any thing 
to deter them. For how little zeal ſoever great 
men may have ſhewn againſt Popery, they have left 
us entirely at liberty to ſhew as much as we are able. 
And I hope, even Dr, Mayhew daes not think 
that we favour it, when we have no intereſt to 


do 10. 3 
As 
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As to the ſupremacy of the King, diſcuſſed 
in the Doctor's way, Rem. p. 7, 10—12. it is 
explained in our articles in a manner, that quite 
ſpoils his indecent parallel between the King and 
the Pope. The true ſenſe of the xxxviith Article is 
demonſtrated by a moſt able Writer—** nat to 
« aſſert any authority in our princes properly * 
& ritual in any caſe; but only to take care, exclu- 
« ſively of any other ſovereign or foreign power, 
& that the Clergy of this realm do their duty by 
«« profeſſing and practiſing themſelves, and teach- 
© ing the people, true Religion “.“ 

Let us go on to conſider ſuch points of differ- 
ence between the Church of England and our diſ- 
ſenting Brethren, as are adduced by the Remarker, 
to widen the breach between us. bs 

The Objections, p. 7, 8, to the “ power and 
t authority of the Church, reſpecting rites, cere- 
« monies, and controverſies of Faith,” are at pre- 
ſent urged with a very ill grace, when that power 
is ſo cautiouſly exerciſed. But to avoid goin 
over this beaten field of Controverſy, we mu 
again refer to the authors F who have written ex- 
preſsly on this point. | 
When he inſiſts on the great Streſs laid by us 
on the many appointments in our Liturgy and Ca- 
nons, p. 8. he ſpeaks like one both unacquainted 
with and prejudiced againſt us. Our Church has 
forms for religious offices : his Church has moſt 
of rhe ſame offices, only they are performed ex- 
tempore: and the Doctor's people can no more 
* be born or live or die” without ſubmittipg to 
whatever he ſhall pleaſe to ſay over them, than 
ours can without ſubmitting to the Liturgy. We 
lay no more ſtreſs on indifferent ceremonies, than 
we do on particular words ; both being arbitrary 

See Biſhop E/lys, of Spiritual Liberty, Tra& VI. 5. 5 

T Hooker, Books II, III, "Biſhop Hs on Artie. x og 7 


and 
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and mutable figns of our meaning. But when 
they are appointed, they are to be obſerved, .juſt 
as the appointment of any civil form is: on which 
yet the legiſlature lays no more ſtreſs, than it 
would on any other that ſhould be eſtabliſhed to 
ſerve the ſame purpoſe. The Church would gladly 
part with any thing that is indifferent, in order 
to bring over our difſenting Brethren. But whilſt 
they will not come over, unleſs we will alſo part 
with ſome things, which we cannot think indiffe- 
rent; we may as well continue the uſe of the reſt, 
which we conceive to be decent, and experience 
to be edifying. We have Faſts and Feſtivals, 
and Saints* (not Sinners“) days; but they are un- 
derſtood to be only recommended ; and that only to 
thoſe, whole circumſtances they may ſuit: fo that 
perſons may © live in regular communion with 
our church” all their days, without obſerving one 
of them. We have Creeds, and ſo has the whole 
Church of Chriſt had from the Apoſtles? days. But 
here, I ſuppoſe, the principal objection is againſt 
the Athana/ian Creed, and its damnatory clauſes. 
But whoever will but take the pains to ſee, how 
mildly, and yet how reaſonably, Dr. Waterland, 
in his Critical Hiſtory of that Creed, Chap. X. 
has interpreted theſe clauſes, I am perſuaded will 
entertain a favourable opinion of them. And yet! 
acknowledge myſelf of the ſentiment of Biſhop Hoad- 
ley, when he ſays, Though I cannot but won- 
« der to find you always fo very ready to pitch 
<< upon the worſt interpretation of every ſentence 
*<'in our ſervice ; and am fully perſuaded, there 
is nothing in this, but what may be ſaid with a 
* good conſcience : yet I confeſs I agree with you 
e thus far, that I cannot apprehend how the pub- 
lic ſervice would ſuffer, were there no ſuch 
« damnatory ſentence ever read in it. Nay, I 
am of opinion, that the doctrine of the TrIniTyY 
* would 
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4 would be better ſecured, and this very account 


© of it better received, without ſuch ſentences than 
* with them*.” The! Diſſenters themſelves do 
“for did] eſteem this very Creed an excellent ex- 
© plication of the doctrine of the TRINITY agree- 
6c able to the word of cop, and to Truth.” Yet 
It is plain, that the mere excluſion gf the damna- 
tory expreſſions would by.no means pleaſe the 
Doctor; who has a more irreconcileable quarrel 
with the Church of England, for drawing from 
the Scriptures, from the primitive church, and the 
maternal Council of Nice, that . fincere milk of 
„ homovuſlianity,” which he ſo loaths and nau- 
ſeates. Def. p. 92. Rem. p. 68. Here we cannot 
agree with him ; but muſt beg leave to retain the 
doctrine of both theſe Creeds, as a true and accu- 
rate expreſſion of the doctrine of Scripture, con- 
cerning the TRINITY and INCARNATION. 


We have alſo Canons: and all Churches muſt 


have written or unwritten ones : elſe, no order will 


be preſerved in them. But the Doctor alleges 


againſt ours, that They declare perſons excom- 
© municated zp/o fafo, for many things extremely 
* trivial, till they retract their wicked errors.“ p. 8. 
But Firſt, the errors condemned are not ſo trivial 
as he pretends: they are declaring the conſtitution 

of the eſtabliſhed church to be unlawful, and ſepa- 
rating from ir. Secondly, The Canons of 1603 
were made when almoſt, if not abſolutely, all the 
King's Subjects, but Papiſts, profeſſed to be mem- 
bers of that Church. Thirdly, Excommunication 
ipſo facto doth not take place againſt any perſon, 
till he is legally convicted. Theſe things muſt be 
owned to leſſen the ſeverity of ſuch Canons; and 
yet I will not ſay, that they are a ſufficient defence 
of them. But let it be conſidered further, that 
this body oſ Canons was made 160 years ago; 


* Biſhop Headley. Real. of Conform. p. 73, 74. . 
"i that 
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bi + that, on a ſolemn hearing in Weſtminfler-ball, it 

i was determined, that they bind only the Clergy 

| and Eccleſiaſtical Officers; that neither the one 
not the other of theſe give their aſſent to them, or 
promiſe to obſerve them; that thoſe of them to 
which the Doctor refers, have not, for a long 
time, if ever, been put in execution; and the 
ſuch a continued and general negle& and diſuſe, 
with the connivance and countenance of all in au- 
thority, temporal and ſpiritual, is a tacit abroga- 
tion of them, and almoſt equivalent to a repeal *. 
Certainly the Doctor would think it very hard, if 
the New. England Churches were to be reproached 
at preſent with ſome Orders which their Predeceſ- 
ſors had made leſs than 160 years ago, and which 
have not been formally repealed fince, Why then 

does he reproach our Church at preſent, with theſe 
orders of our predeceſſors? The lenity of our beha- 
viour for ſo many years paſt, and every year in» 
creaſing, muſt ſurely deferve another ſort of return. 
But ſo it is, that many of thoſe, who were ſtrenu- 
ous advocates for moderation, when they wanted 
it from us, expreſs a ſtrange bitterneſs againſt us, 
now when they enjoy it to the full. However, lei 
us not be overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good. 
Rom. xii. 21. e | | | 

As to Confirmation, which the Remarker makes 
ſo light of and treats fo ludicrouſly, p. 58, 61, 
Sc. we think it has a good foundation in Rea- 
ſon, in Antiquity, and even in Scripture. It is 
not eaſy to give a better interpretation of that paſ- 
ſage in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, vi. 2. which 
ſpeaks of Laying ou of Hands, conſequent to 
Baptiſm, as among the principles of the doc 
trine of Chriſt, See alſo Acis vii. 14—17. This 
rite is ſtill more expedient in, the preſent age, 
both as infant-baptiſm is fo generally approved 
„ Sce Sharp on the Rubric ànd Canons, Diſc, I. V. VI. 1 
ang 
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and practiſed ; and ae the infidelity of our times, 
which the Doctor with us laments, makes it the 
more expedient, that Chriſtians of competent 


years and judgment ſhould by a ſolemn act and 


voluntary profeſſion take upon themſelves the ob- 
ligations of their Faith. If the Laying on of 
hands“ be ſo ridiculous a ceremony as the Doctor 
often repreſents it, where will the ridicule ſtop ? 
Will it not involve the Preſbyterian ordinations, 
and even thoſe of the Apoſtles, in the ſame indiſ- 
criminate Contempt with the Orders and Confirma- 
tion of the Church of England? 


Thus have we conſidered ſome of thoſe manyAp- - 


pointments, on which our Church is ſuppoſed to lay 
ſo great a ſtreſs; and which, as apparently ſuper- 
ſtitious, and not only unſcriptural, but anti- 
ſcriptural,” this Author thinks will fully juſtify the 
Seceſſion from her. The weakneſs of thoſe excep- 
"ions taken againlt her, for admitting ſuch appoint- 


ents as are not expreſsly forbidden by Scripture 


(but which he ſays, are forbidden “ implicitly 
and by natural conſtruftian”) might appear, as 
from other arguments, ſo from the approved con- 
duct of the Jew Church, in appointing many 
obſervances by merely human authority, beyond 
what were preſcribed in fo full a ritual as that of 
Moſes. See Zech. viii. 19. Jobn x. 22, We can- 
not but wonder at that perverſeneſs, which, while 
it rejects ſuch inſtiturions as are injoined by the 


majeſty of Laws and government, can approve and 


admit the unauthorized impoſitions of private men. 
There ſeems the leſs reaſon at this time to repeat 


thoſe worn-out objections, as the Door and his 


party are at full liberty by human laws to enjoy 


their beloved ſeparation : nor would we wiſh that 


liberty reſtrained ; but rather to remove every rea- 


ſonable cauſe of complaint againſt our excellent 
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18 7 REVIEW of Dr. Mayhew's Remarks. 
The Writer profeſſes himſelf as deſirous as any 
one in her Communion, of ſeeing our Church, on 
its preſent true and immoveable principles, im- 
proved to that ideal perfection, to which, he ſup- 
poſes, none of the reformed Churches have made 
o near approaches. Yet in this freedom of ex- 
preſſing his private wiſhes, he thinks we have abun- 
dant reaſon to acquieſce in the uſe of our eccleſi- 
aſtical conſtitution as it is at preſent. When any 
on account of ſome fancied or even real blemiſhes, 
ſhort of fnful terms of communion, deſert the na- 
tional church, to ſeek elfewhere for an imaginary 
perfection not to be found in any church on earth; 
they violate the real and eſſential duties of Unity, 


Peace and Charity, for a very precarious and per- 


haps unattainable benefit. Undoubtedly, there 
are weighty reaſons againſt admitting any altera- 
tions in our conſtitution, even for the better; 
while the numerous Enemies of the Church of 
England, infidels, heretics, papiſts, enthuſiaſts, and 
whole ſwarms of ſectaries bred in the ſun-ſhine of 
Liberty and Toleration, would probably diſcon- 
cert the beſt intentions, and take ill advantages of 
the beſt amendments that could be projected. 
While we think ſuch a reviſal as would unite with 
us the greateſt number of good men, is on that 
account highly defirable ; we cannot but acquieſce 
in a juſt reflection of the ſagacious Hooker : ** He 
«© that goeth about to perſuade a multitude, that 
they are not ſo well governed as they ought to 
«© be, ſhall never want attentive and favourable 
“ hearers ; becauſe they know the manifold de- 
e fects, whereunto every kind of regiment is 
© ſubject : but the ſecret letts and difficulties, 
„ which in public proceeedings are innumerable 
“ and inevitable, they have not ordinarily the 
judgment to conſider. And becaufe ſuch as 
*© openly reprove ſuppoſed diſorders of ſtate, are 

taken 
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© taken for principal friends to the common benefit 
of all, and for men that carry ſingular freedomof 
mind“; under this fair and plauſible colour, 
© whatſoever they utter, paſſeth for good and cur- 
*© rent, Sc.“ Eccl. Pol. Book J. See allo Book 
1 | 
The Remarks from p. 10 to 14, are an invec- 
tive againſt the civil powers of the Exgliſb Biſhops 
that is, in effect, againſt the conſtitution of the 
Engliſh Government. But ſince he owns, as well 
as ſhews, himſelf, to be very far from being a 
competent judge“ of their uſefulneſs in this re- 
ſpect; I ſhall only obſerve, that his expreſſions, 
almoſt whenever he ſpeaks of Biſhops, are mon- 
ſtrouſly violent and extravagant. Particularly, in 
ſpeaking of Archbiſhop Laud, they are horrible 
beyond all palliation, even with the grimace of his 
own ſoftening : when inſtead of more than Fiend” 
he ſtiles him a © Fiend incarnate.” Def. p. 85. 
No body at preſent undertakes to vindicate in the 
groſs the actions and characters of the paſt age; 
which, to be of any inſtruction to us, ought to be 
conſidered with the moſt diſpaſſionate impartiality. 
Yet even thoſe who moſt condema theerrors of that 
Prelate, own him to have been of ſincere intentions, 
pious, learned, and the greateſt Mæcenas of his 
time. His faults were thoſe of the age, as much 
as of the man: and certainly, they who brought 
his head to the block, in their own ſubſequent 
practice exceeded his molt rigid nations of Church- 
authority . 


* ObtreQatio & livor pronis auribus accipiuntur : quippe 
adulationi fædum crimen ſervitutis, malignitati falſa ſpecies li- 
bertatis ineſt. Tacit. Hiſt. lib. I. 

I Puritanj dominantes nihilo zquiores feſe prebuerunt Epiſ- 
copis & eorum defenſoribus; quam hi olim illis ſeſe exhibue- 
rant, —Tantum malorum Religionis male intellectæ, & in for- 
mulis & inſtitutis poſitæ, ſtudium parere ſolet. Mebgem. Inſt. 


Hiſt. Ecel. p. 973. 
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There are extremes in every thing; and they 
who run the fartheſt into the one, would, in dif- 
ferent circumſtances, through the ſame vehemence, 
run as far into the oppolite. How does the Doc- 
tor know,—and it concerns him greatly to reflect, 
—whether if he had received, in another age, 
another kind of education, his paſſions would not 
have made him to the utmoſt of his ability, a Laud 
or a Sacheverel? Had any writer, in theſe times, 
wrote with equal vehemence in defence of the 
Church of England, as he has expreſſed againſt it, 
he would have incurred the public averſion. 


AT length we come to the affairs of the Society. 
If we have been too long detained from the proper 
ſubject of theſe papers, we muſt plead the neceſ- 
fity of waiting on the Doctor in all his excurſions. 
After an attempt ro contract their proper powers 
to ſtill narrower limits, and to exclude their Mil- 
ſionaries from all the New- England Colonies, ex- 
cept Rhode-J/fland—he makes a long and laboured 
effort to confirm his fancy, that the Society's great 
object in placing Miſſions in New- England, is to 
proſelyte the Diſſenters. Rem. p. 14—23. On 
each of theſe topics, the writer will offer ſome Ob- 


ſervations. 


The Society have from their firſt inſtitution, 
conceived themſelves authorized to fend Miſſiona- 
ries, Whenever they had occaſion, (though for 
ſome time they had but little occaſion) as freely to 
New- England, as to other Colonies; 'and no one 


oppoled them in it. Now, it is reaſonable to in- 


terpret a Commiſſion in the ſenſe which hath al- 
ways been put upon it. Beſides, as hath been well 
obſerved, ** the rules of Law require, that grants 
*©. of princes, and particularly grants in favour of 


Religion, be interpreted as liberally as may be.“ 


Anſw, p. 24. This, I ſuppoſe, is a ſingular in- 
ance of an attempt to limit a Grant of this na- 
ture, 
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ture, merely by ſuppoſed implicit exceptions, not 
expreſſed in the grant itſelf, So that it ſeems 
highly probable, that the large and comprehenſive 
terms of the Charter, were deſigned to convey the 
fulleſt liberty to the Society, of acting according 
to their own diſcretion, in favour of deſtitute epiſ- 
copal congregations in any or all the Colonies. 

That the deſcription in the Charter includes 
New- England, as well as all the other Colonies, 
may reaſonably be inferred, from its not being for- 


mally excepted. It would have been natural to 


ſpecify ſuch an exception, had it been originally 
intended. As to the reſtriction ſo much inſiſted 
on, of © many of the Colonies wanting the ad- 


< miniſtration of God's Word and Sacraments,” 


Cc. let it be conſidered, that, at the time of 
granting this charter, the American Colonies were 
in a ſtate much inferior to the preſent ; and were 
ſuppoſed in general by the people of England to 
be overun with barbariſm, to be very unſettled, 
and unprovided with the means of Religion * and 
Civil Life. Much the ſame notions of Noxth- 
America have commonly obtained in England, with- 
in our own memory. 'The colonies in general have 


* 


ariſen to their preſent figure and importance, by a 


very rapid growth, chiefly within this Century. 


Whatever may be the caſe at preſent ; when the So- 
ciety was firſt eſtabliſhed, the New- England Provin- 


* Not one of the towns, that are utterly broken up, had 


« any miniſter in it for a long time. It is horrible to tell, what 


« jpnorance of Chriſt they were thereby ſunk into. Some 
young men, 20 years old, had never ſo much as once heard 
© the name of Chriſt. Whoſo is wiſe, and will obſerve theſe 
„ things, cannot but with, that the folly of erecting planta- 
5 tions without the worſhip of the Lord jeſus Chriſt, may be 
4 no more committed amonglt us.” Cotton Mather, in his 
Hiſt, of New- England, cited by Biſhop E/lys, Tracts, p. gi, 
who.adduces the words of the Society's charter, to prove the 
ſame point. | | 
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ces were in a great meaſure truly comprehended 
under thoſe Colonies wherein the Proviſion for 
« Miniſters,” at leaſt among the epiſcopal inhabi- 
tants, was very mean,” and “ many of the 
& king's ſubjects, of that perſuaſion, “ wanted 
* the adminiftration of God's word and ſacra- 
* ments.” The care of the Society has, from 
its beginning, been as much wanted for our own 
people in theſe governments, as in any others. 

As then, at the time of inſtituting the Society, 
there was neither a formal nor even an implicir 
excluſion of the Maſſachuſeis and Connecticut from 
their diſtrict of placing miſſions; their own un- 
impeached conduct from the beginning is the beſt 
interpretation of their legal powers. And they 
have been ever uniformly attentive to the ſupport 
of the Church of England in this as in other Colo- 
nies, without the leaſt doubt or ſuſpicion of its 
not belonging to their department ; till, of late 
years, private ends and party-principles have led 
ſome perſons who have no concern in it, to enter- 
tain jealouſies of their conduct, and to cenſure 
it as not conformable to the words and letter of 
their Charter. For, the ſuppoſed reſtriction in 
regard to theſe two governments, is a mere novel 
interpretation, invented by Mr. Hobart, and a- 
dopted by Dr. Maybe, merely out of apprehen- 
ſion of the prevalence of the Church of Exgland in 
a colony, which ſome diſſenters fondly imagine 
appropriated to their ſect by right of occupancy. 

The ſupport of the Church of Exgland, and of 
that Church only, among its own members in Ame- 
rica, as the beſt mode of Chriſtianity and allied to 
the Engliſb Government, is and ever hath been the 
true and rightful object of the Society's attention, 
not only in theſe provinces, but in all parts where- 
ever they are concerned. It is not their object, or 
the deſign of their inſtitution, to be at all guided in 
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placing their miſſions, either where there are or are 
not congregational or preſbyterian Miniſters, With 
equal reaſon, they might be excluded from ſend- 
ing Miſſionaries into Pennſylvania, New-York, or 
Rhode Iſland governments; where there are al- 
ready Lutberan Churches, or Quaker- meetings, 
or Moravians, or other ſects. It is their ſole bu- 
ſineſs to place their miſſions in any and in all the 


colonies, wherever there are a competent num- 


ber of families of the Church of England, who are 
deſtitute of the public worſhip in the epiſcopal 
manner. That an epiſcopal corporation ſhould 
take care of this matter, carries in it reaſons of 
ſo much equity ; that to controvert them, argues 
in Diſſenters either an intolerant ſpirit, or a diſ- 
truſt of their own cauſe, which they fear muſt be 
ſubverted by the natural influence of the Church 
of England, © 3 „ 

The Doctor concedes that conſcientious people of 
our Church ſhould not be compelled to join in 
other communions, but be left, intirely at liberty 
to worſhip God according to the epiſcopal mode. 


But then he intimates, that few of the Epiſcopa- 


lians have any conſcience at all, and propoſes 


that thoſe who have, ſhould turn diſſenters, or be 


content without the Chriſtian ordinances, To 
the firſt of theſe inſinuations, we anſwer with St. 
Paul, he art thou that judgeſt Another's ſervant ? 1g 
his own Maſter he flandeth or falleib. And, why dof} 
thou judge thy brother! or why dojt thou ſet at nought 
thy brother ? for we ſhall all land before the judgment- 
feat of Chriſt. Rom. xiv. 4,10. On the ſameground 
of uncharitable conjecture, might not we doubt 


whether the Congregationaliſts are conſcientious in 


their ſeparation ? or whether the zealous Doctor 


himſelf, or any of either party, have any conſci- 
ence at all? But to examine ſome of his reaſons— 
e he 
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he believes (and what may not be believed under 
the faſcination of prejudice ?) that * theſe proſelytes 
«© have generally been young and thoughtleſs per- 
« ſons, the volatile, and unſtable, of little un- 
& derſtanding or ſobriety :” Rem. p. 27,—in a 
word, a ſett of giddy, ignorant profligates. Such 
indeed there are in all perſuaſions. But we can 
truly affirm, that many, both of our own people 
and of thoſe who come over to us, who read but 


little elſe, are not unacquainted with the ſubjects 


of controverſy between us and the Diſſenters, and 
are able to give a reaſon of their choice or prefer- 
ence. Many of our Miſſionaries are proſelytes 
from nonconformity : many. of them the ſons of 
cohgregational Miniſters : ſeveral of them have 
even received preſbyterian ordination, Theſe on 
all accounts may be ſuppoſed ro have weighed the 
Controverſy well. And their characters both for 


probity and knowledge are ſuperior to the Doc- 
tor's cenſure, and have even extorted his commen- 


dation. Nor can it be alleged, that they have 
been influenced by motives of worldly -intereſt ; 
there being no great allurements of this kind in an 
American miſſion. The people of New-England 
need not to be told of ſeveral remarkable and re- 
ſpectable inſtances in the miniſtry of our Church, 
of perſons who have ſacrificed the firſt honours 


and advantages in the Congregational perſuaſion, 


to a point of conſcience of conſiderable detriment to 
their fortunes. Theſe inſtances are a real honour to 
our communion : and indeed, to conſider the differ- 
ence of both in a ſummary way—on the one ſide, 


a National church, though not perfect nor infal- 


lible, yet formed on Scripture and Antiquity ; on 
the other, a Separation, not more perfect or in- 


fallible, with a Diſcipline of no more than 200 


years date : there ſeems but little reaſon to heſi- 


The 
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The Doctor alleges, that the Neu- England 
Epiſcopalians do not ſo much want the admi- 
s niſtration of God's word and ſacraments, as de- 
&* (line and diſapprove of it in the congregational 
* way, in which they might enjoy this benefit if 
& they choſe to do ſo;“ p. 31. like a man that 
refuſes meat ſet before him, becauſe it is not 
cooked and diſhed up a-/a-mede, But I muit beg 


leave to obſerve, that what is one man's meat 


may be another. man's poiſon : and we are not to 


feed on what will be hurtful, becauſe the Doctor 
recommends it. Here indeed he urges, that he 
£ does not believe there is one in a hundred of the 
Epiſcopalians, who will /er:oy/ly declare, that 
« he.thinks it finful to attend on the admini- 
+ ſtrations of the congregational miniſters ;*” and 
ſuppoſing him in the right, are the 99 bound to 
attend on them ? If they are, perhaps 99 in a hun- 
dred of the Diſſenters will for the ſame reaſon be 
bound to attend on the adminiſtration of the Epiſ- 
copal Miniſters. , But I apprehend that many, 
who can attend on ſome of their offices, cannot on 
others ; and that very many who can occaſionally 
attend, could not with a good conſcience attend 
conſtantly, and ſeem to ſupport what they really 
diſapprove ; or would find fo little comfort and 
benefit from it, that their condition muſt highly 


deſerve pity and relief. The Doctor's kindneſs 


to them goes no farther than to adviſe, that they 
ſhould live without public worſhip, till they think 
better of his Communion ; and efteems it very 
ſufficient for perſons “ of ſo tender a conſcience, 


„ that they have the common-prayer book, and 


* other pious books, not to ſay the Bible, to read 
«© and meditate upon.” His ſneer on our pious 
books I paſs over. But are public prayers and 
preaching, and the rwo Sacraments, of ſo ſmall im- 
portance ? Hath not our ae promiſed his pecu- 
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liar preſence with his diſciples, when met together 
for theſe purpoſes? Are not the more private ad- 
monitions and aſſiſtances of his regular Miniſters 
needful ? And is there not extreme danger, that 
without theſe, Conſciences will grow daily leſs 


' tender, mens? watchfulneſs over themſelves and 


education of their Children be gradually neglected ; 
and Religion be in a few generations utterly ex- 


tinguiſhed ? | 


The Doctor's other propoſal, that the Society, 
inſtead of helping the poor Epiſcopalians, ſhould 
adviſe them to be content with the Congregational 


worſhip, till they can ſupport Miniſters of their 
own, is made by him with ſuch uncommon marks 


of diſtruſt, whether it be a reaſonable one, that J 
can hardly think he makes it in earneſt: and as I 
believe no one elſe will make it, I ſhall only an- 
ſwer to it, that we take the ſeparation of the Diſ- 
ſenters to be ſo wrong in itſelf, and to have pro- 
duced ſo dreadful conſequences, that we can by no 
means counſel the members of our Church to in- 
creaſe their numbers, though it ſhould be only 
for a time ; and much leſs can we try to compel 
them to it, by refuſing to aſſiſt them. 

The Doctor had obſerved, that the Society's 
inſtructions directed their Miſſionaries, to en- 
deavour to reclaim their diſſenting Pariſhioners : 
whence he conchudes, that it conſidered the New- 
England diſſenters as pariſhioners of the Miſſionaries. 
He was anſwered, that this reaſoning was unfair : 
that the inſtruction could not relate to Miſſionaries 
ſettled in Preſbyterian or Congregational pariſhes, 
*© for there were none ſuch when it was drawn 
« up.” In his Remarks, p. 15. he quotes the firſt 
part of this Anſwer, and denies the truth of it; 
but paſſes over in abſolute ſilence the Reaſon 
which proves it, May we not ſay, that this is un- 
fair? He was told, that if any Miſſionaries in 
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e ſuch places had called the Diſſenters their Pa- 


“ riſhioners, they had expreſſed themſelves im- 
“% properly.” He replies, p. 16. that the Society 


alſo quote theſe expreſſions in their extracts with 


apparent approbation. But indeed the Miſſiona- 
ries mention in thoſe Extracts not their pariſhion- 
ers but their pariſhes, meaning only the pariſhes in 
which they live: and beſides, the Extracts are 
made and publiſhed by the Secretary only; and 


no one elſe is chargeable with this inadvertence; 


for it is nothing more. He produced a paſſage 
from the account of the Society, publiſhed in 1706, 
to prove that they deſigned to root out Preſpyte- 


rianiſm in Ner- England. It was anſwered, that 
ſo much of it as he had quoted, had no relation 


to New- England, but to other Colonies. He has 
now quoted more of it, p. 18. but the caſe ap- 
pears to be ſtill the ſame. He alleges farther, p. 
20. that Dr. Bearcroft the Secretary of the So- 
„ ciety, who is ſuppoſed to have been thoroughly 
* initiated into all its myſteries, does in effect 
e avow this deſign in his Sermon before the So- 


e ciety publiſhed by its order.” But the Society 


has no myſteries; and if it had, Dr. Bearcroft, 
though Secretary, was not a man likely to be ini- 
tiated into them. Immediately after the annual 
Sermon is preached before the Society, they of 
courſe thank the preacher, and deſire him to print 
it: certainly not without approving it on the 
whole, but without any examination of particular 
expreſſions. Nor has the Doctor produced any one 

expreſſion from this ſermon, which does “ in ef- 
s fect avow' a deſign in the Society to eſtabliſh 
Epiſcopacy in New-England. Yet theſe are his 
principal proofs of that deſign, in oppoſition to 
ſtrong proofs on the other ſide ; his anſwers to 


which are ſo very weak, that I leave them to the 


Reader's judgment without making any reply. 
| 2 That 


2 
— = - — —ͤ— N * 


— — — — —ʒ 
PPP C 
rr 


* 9 
CCC ˙ AA 


eee 


2 * 
— * — pay — 


8 » — A 
— Gs. - — 


— WAS 


— 


28 ARrvitwof Dr. Mayhew's Remarks. 


That ſome Miſſionaries ſhould be too zealous, 'is 
no wonder, for all men are liable to it. But the 
Society have never encouraged them in it. The 
Doctor alleges, to the contrary, the caſe of Mr. 
Price of Hopkinton ; who is ſaid, in a letter from 
Mr. Barrett, dated March 15, 1738, and which 
the Doctor inſerts in his Firſt Defence, p. 126, 
Sc. to have uſed unfair arts in applying for that 
miſſion ; and the Doctor ſays, he was appointed 
there ſoon after, though, as he adds, in his 
Second Defence, p. 22. it is almoſt impoſ- 
<« ſible not to believe, that the Society know ſome- 
thing of this unhappy man's vile conduct, even 
* when they confirmed him as a Miſſionary.” 

Yet he ſuppoſes it very poſſible, that the Society 
might never ſee Mr. Barreit's letter, and does not 
ſignify what other information againſt him they 
were likely to have. What appears on their Mi- 


nutes is, that in December, 1738, they rejected this 


petition : that in Auguſt, 1739, a ſecond applica- 
tion was made to them and poſtponed ;; that in 
June, 1740, another petition was preſented and re- 
jected, though nine clergymen of New-England 
certitied, that the allegations of the former and of 
this were true; that in OHober, 1742, a farther ap- 
plication was made, and poſtponed; and, that 
Mr. Price was not appointed till April, 1748, when 
a valuable glebe of 200 acres of land, with a houſe 
and barn upon it, had been procured for this miſ- 
fon, and he had preached a monthly lecture there 
10 years, gratis. And then he was appointed, only 
on condition that he ſhould uſe his beſt endeavours, 
to propagate Chriſtianity among the neighbourin 
Indians. That they ever had cauſe to think ill of 
him, does not appear. 

The Doctor lays, p. 38. that ** it would haye 
been a romantic Don Quixote enterprize for the 
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ce Society to ſend Miſſionaries, before there were 


«© a number of people ready to receive and em- 


& brace them.” Yet he cannot but know, that 


this has often been done with good fucceſs, both 
in the primitive and later days of Chriſtianity, He 
is very angry, p. 39. at his Anſwerer, for repre- 
ſenting it as his opinion, that whoever diſſents 
from him in any point relative to Chriſtian Faith 
is an Heretic. Yet this unavoidably follows, from 
his making, as he does, Heterodoxy and Hereſy 
to be the ſame thing. For he muſt take a per- 


ſon, who thinks otherwiſe than he thinks, to be 


heterodox. | | 
He takes advantage, from his Adverſary's ſay- 
ing, that the early Ner- England Miſſionaries had 


need of Toleration there, to argue, p. 43. that this is 


granting the Church of England not to be the eſta- 
bliſned Church there. And indeed it would be ſo, 
were the word Toleration to be taken in its legal and 
uſual ſenſe. But I can aſſure the Doctor, that it was 
meant, to ſignify only, gentle treatment, which 
the verb, Tolerate, often means, without the leaſt 
intent of touching upon the queſtion, Which is the 
eſtabliſhed Church in New-England, or whether 
there be any. | 

J think it needleſs to enter into any defence of 
the Society, with regard to their care of the Indian 
nations: in which department they have done, and 
endeavoured all that was practicable. And the 
Doctor himſelf, p. 44, 45. retracts a great part 
of his charge againſt them, on this ſubject. But 
as the late Dr. Barclay's connexion with the So- 
ciety has been variouſly repreſented, and as the 
author of the Remarks, p. 46. thinks that what has 
been offered relating to © his miſſion to the 1ro- 
% quois, his ſmall encouragement from the Society, 
<* and being refuſed a School-maſter and an inter- 
| | ** po» 
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* preter to aſſiſt him, is ſtill unſatisfaRory ;” a 
letter from Dr. Barclay, with which the Writer of 
theſe Papers was favoured on the firſt occaſion of 
this controverſy, is here inſerted : not only as it 
does honour to his memory, for his zeal and 
ability in a very difficult ſervice, but as it fully 
vindicates the Society as to their care of the Indian 
miſſions. It alſo contains ſome uſeful hints to 
thoſe, who are or may be engaged in the ſame duty 
of attempting the converſion of the Indians. 


Reverend S I R, 


V R. Auchmuty delivered me a copy of your Vin- 
| dication of the honourable Society, for which J 
return you my hearty thanks. I had, before this, 
ſeen Dr. Mayhew's Anſwer to it; in which, as I 
Jind myſelf brought in as an evidence againſt that ve- 
nerable body, I think it my- duty to give you ſome ac- 
count of my Miſſion, and the occaſion of thoſe Letters 
which the Doctor quotes as publiſhed by Mr. Hop- 
kins. | | 
Before I entered the college, 1 devoted myſelf to the 
ſervice of Religion, if it ſhould pleaſe God to bleſs and 
ſucceed my ſtudies : ] had alſo determined to attempt 
the revival of the Mohawk miſſion which had been 
ſuſpended for many years, on account of the many dif- 
ficulties and very little ſucceſs attending it. Immo- 
diately after I had commenced Bachelor of Arts in 
1724, 1 returned home, by the way of New-York, 
where I communicated my defign to ſome of the Mem- 
bers of the General Aſſembly, who promiſed to recom- 
mend me to the houſe ; and to endeavour to obtain 
ſome ſtipend from them to defray my expences, whilſt 
I ſhould make an attempt to learn the language: upon 


this encouragement, I went up to the firſs Mohawk 
| 2 town, 
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town, in hopes of meeting with ſome perſon reſident 


near the Indians, that might ſerve me as an inter- 
preter ; but was diſappointed. 1 found however one 
Indian Woman who had learnt to read the language 
in her infancy, at the Society's ſchool, and had, in a 
great meaſure, retained the religious inſtructions ſhe 
had received during the miſſion of the Rev. Mr. An- 
drews : by the affiſtance of this woman, I ſoon became 
maſter of the pronounciation ; and being kindly fur- 
niſhed with ſundry manuſcript tranſlations of proper 


_ Catechiſms, and ſhort Diſcourſes on the principles of 


Chriſtianity, by the late Rev. Mr. Freeman, @ Dutch 
Miniſter, who had in his younger years taken conſi- 
derable pains to inſtruct thoſe Indians; and having re- 
ceived from the Rev. Dr. Jenney, late Rector of 
Chriſt-Church in Philadelphia, a number of printed 
copies of the Morning and Evening Prayer of our Li- 
turgy, left in his hands by Mr. Andrews : with this 
Furniture ] opened a ſchool, taught the young people to 
read and write their own language, began to perform 


divine ſervice every Lord's Day ; and inſtrufted them 
daily in the principles of Chriſtianity in the catechetical - 
way; and had the pleaſure of ſeeing my labours at- 


tended with great ſucceſs. When ] had been near a year 
engaged in this undertaking, I was honoured with a 
Leiter from Dr. Humphreys, late Secretary to the 
Saciety, acquainting me that venerable Board had 
been pleaſed, on the Recommendation of the Rev. Mr. 

Commiſſary Veſey and ſundry others of the Clergy, to 
appoint me their Catechiſt among the Mohawk Indi- 
ans, with an allowance of twenty pounds for one year, 
to commence from Michaelmas, 1735. Upon receiv- 


ing this Letter, I began a correſpondence with the 


Secretary, and informed him of the good proſpelt ] had, 

and the difficulties I laboured under for want of an 

Interpreter; that the old Interpreter who ſerved Mr, 

AndrewYqpas ſtill living, and might be prevailed on 

to reſume . office, if proper encouragement was of- 
NN fered ; 
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fered ; but I did not ſucceed in this application, for 
reaſons 1 ſha!l mention bereafter. 

In 1737, the miſſion: of Albany became vacant, 
and the Congregation were preſſing with me to go over 
4 England, 10 receive holy orders, and to ſolicit a 
miſſion to that ciiy. But, as my heart was bent upon 
the Indian miffion, I could not comply, but told 
them, that if I could not obtain a diſtinés miſſion, 
for the Mohawks, and they would be content with my 
fervices at ſuch times as the Indians were diſperſed in 
the hunting ſcaſons, T ſhould be willing to ſerve them. 
This hey. readily conſented to; and I embarked for 
London in the month of June, and arrived there the 
latter end of July, and continued in ſuſpence till De- 
cember following, for want of a ſufficient number of 
members to confiitute a new miſſion. After a ſufficient 
Bourd was convened, I found that the great expence 
and little ſi ſuc cceſs this miſſion had formerly been attended 


297th, the aunual expence amounting to upwards of two 


hundred Pounds ſterling, and the, then, very low ſtate 
of the Society's funds, (on account whereof they were 
obliged ſoon After to ſolicit a Royal Letter for a gene- 
ral Colletiion) diſcouraged them from engaging ſo fully 
in the al of that miſſiun, as 1 am perſuaded they 
would otherwiſe have done. I was however appointed 
to Albany, with a diſcretionary power of dividing my 
ſervices between that city and the Indians, as 1 ſhould 
think moſs beneficial, But when the Society, after 
ſome time, were convinced of the ſucceſs of my mi/- 
ſion, and their fund was increaſed by the general col- 
leflion, I found them at all times even anxiouſly ſoli- 
citous to encourage the miſſion, and upon a renewed 
application, they readily conſented to the eſtabliſhing 
two Indian Schoots, and would then have allowed a 
falary lo an interpreter, and ordered. me to employ one; 
but the old interpreter was dead, and I could never 
fince meet with any other qualified for that office. 
As to what concerns my own ſupport in that miſſion, 


my allqwance was indeed at firſt ns ways proportioned 
| | 10 
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to my neceſſary expence; but after a few years, on 


the death of my father, by the intereſt of the Society, 
the King's penſion to him, as Chaplain at Albany was 


continued to me, which, together with ſome Gratu- 


rites from the Society, and Preſents from particular 


members, and an annual allowance of twenty pounds 


from the General Aſſemby of this province, afforded 


me a comfortable ſub/iſtance : and it is well known in 


this Province, that I was not induced to leave that 


miſſion upon account of any batkwaraneſs in that ve- 
nerable Body properly to ſupport it, but from an una- 
voidable neceſſi ity, through the baſe inſinuations of an 
ul-arfigning perſon, who had infuſed ſuch Jealouſies 
into the minds of the Indians, as rendered my labours 
amongſt them, at that time, fruitleſs, and even my 
ſafety precarious, of which 1 gave the Society 4 parti- 
cular account. 

While I was at colleges 1 contraBed an intimacy 
with the truly worthy Mr. Sergeant, who was then 
a public tutor; to him 1 communicated my deſign re- 
ative to the Indians. This gentleman had formed 
the ſame deſign with regard to one of the tribes border- 


ing on New-England, and entered on his miſſion a 


ſhort time before me. As he was a Gentleman of great 


candour and affability, free from prejudice againſt the 


Cburch of England, he had always treated me 
with a frankneſs and condeſcenſion beyond what I could 


bave expected; but upon being acquainted with my in- 
tention to undertake an Indian miſſion, be entered into 


a moſt ſincere friendſhip with me, and was always 
endeavouring to promote the intereſt of my miſſion as 
heartily as be did that of bis own. 


As he knew that I had no ſalary appointed me at 


my firſt ſetting out, he acquainted me, in a conver ſa- 
tion at his own houſe, that the Society who were at 
the expence of his miſſion, being compoſed of members 
of the Church of Hingland as well as Diſſenters, he 


did not doubt but they would giadly Mt me, and 
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wiſhed me to give an account of my ſucceſs, and of the 
diſcouragement I laboured under. This was the occa- 


ion of thoſe letters and extracts of letters, which Dr. 


Mayhew has been pleaſed to publiſh as evidence againſt 
the venerable Society. Mr. Sergeant's de/ign to ſerve 
my miſſion was ſincere, and that he omitted no means 
to effet it, I have full evidence; but the good man 
Was miſtaken : the commiſſioners of that Society, at 
Boſton, doubted whether their commiſſion extended ſo 
far as the Mohawks. I have not, or cannot, find the 
copies of thoſe Letters to Mr. Sergeant; but cannot 
conceive how 1 could ſay that the Society had allowed 
me thirty pounds for one year, when it was only twenty 
for one year; though when I was in England the 
Treaſurer was ordered to pay me another year. 

You are certainly much miſtaken with relation ts 
the Indians; zhey are not Atheiſts, though their re- 
ligious notions are very confuſed ; of which, when 1 
can find time, TI ſhall give you ſome account. I am 
20W very much engaged, having, at the requeſt of 
Sir William Johnſon, put into the preſs a new edi- 
tion of the Morning and Evening Prayers of our Li- 
turgy, with ſeveral chapters of the Old and New 
Teſtament, and many ſelect portions of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, lo which I am to add the ſeveral offices of the 
Church: which is à moſt tedious work, 

Jam perſuaded a good Vindication of the Society 
might be found in Dr. Humphreys' Hiſtorical Ac- 
count, ſo far as relates to the Indians. I have not 
the beok by me, but you may doubileſs meet with it iu 
Boſton. JU am, with much eſteem, 


Reverend SI R, 


New. Vork, Your affectionate brother 
June 10. 1763. 


And otedient bumble ſervant, 


Henry BARCLAY: 
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The author of the Ob/ervations ſtill contends, 
that the words of their HART ER run counter to the 

oceedings of the Society. Though I think that 

harter is worded in ſuch a manner, as to imply a 
general ſtate of Incivility, Ignorance and Irreligion 
in the Colonies; yet its terms are as comprehen- 
ſive as poſſible, and expreſs no limitation of place, 
no excluſion, virtually or explicitly of any colonies 
whatſoever, where there are epiſcopal inhabitants, 
deſtitute of their own public mode of Religion. 
This we may affirm with more reaſon, than the 
Doctor affirms the contrary, ſometimes by merely 
begging the queſtion. <©* Who can with the leaſt 
appearance of reaſon ſay, that the Charter makes 
« proviſion for thoſe plantations, in which the 
“people enjoyed the means of religion already in 


any proteſtant communion ?** Obſ. p. 66. We an- 


ſwer, That all the members of the Church of Eng- 
Aland throughout North- America, wanted the public 

worſhip. of God, after their own rational mode; 
and the due adminiſtration of his word and ſacra- 
ments, by orthodox miniſters in the ſenſe of the 
Charter, 1 

But to ſhew the weakneſs and ſmall importance 
of his objections againſt the Society's conduct, we 
need only to look into the ſtate of their miſſions, 
according to the Abſtract of the laſt year. Penſions 
are paid to 93 miſſionaries, excluſive of Barbadoes, 
amounting to near 4090 J. ſterling per ann. Of this 
number 8 only are placed in the Maſſachuſets, 
and 15 in Connecticut; ſeveral of whom are in parts 
and places, to which the Doctor himſelf, on his own 
ſyſtem, could have no exception: (See Def. p. 
102. Rem. p. 15. Ob/. $. VI.) ſuch as, for in- 
ſtance, the ZXaftern frontier, and other places in the 
Maſſachuſets, where the Church-congregations are 
numerous, but not wealthy. Such are ſeveral 


miſſions in Connecticut, where large diſtricts with 
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many epiſcopal inhabitants are left” to the care of 
one Miniſter, Let it be impartially conſidered, 
what the Society hath done in a few years: paſt for 
Nova Scotia, for New-York government, News 
Ferſey, Pennſylvania, and even for Rhoge-Tfland, 


both the Carolinas and Georgia—in ſome of which 


there is a proviſion made by the civil government 
for the ſupport of Religion :—and, on the whole, 
the Doctor's charge, as being confined to the miſ- 
ſions in the Maſſachuſets and Connecticut, muſt ap- 
pear unworthy of all the pains he has taken to 
ſupport it: as, in theſe very Governments, it can 
only relate to a few Churches, which, though 
built for ſmall Congregations, and placed near 
diſſenting Meeting-houles, are very conſiſtent with 
the great and avowed principle of the Society, that 
of aſſiſting the members of our own Communion. 
If there has been any diſproportion of the Society's 
favour in Ne. England (where, it is gratefully ac- 
Knowledged, a full proportion of their favour has 
been extended) the reaſons of it have been aſſigned by 
the candid author of the Anſwer to Dr. Maybew's: 
Os/ervations. And any ſuch diſproportion, if real, 
(or our miſſions are ſtill in number greatly un- 
equal to the exigencies of thoſe two provinces) 
will naturally in a few years be balanced by new 
miſſions in remoter and more deſtitute places. 
From the foregoing g-neral view of what has 
been done, it is ſurely a ſtrange attempt, to pre- 
tend to prove, that aimoſt all their proceedings 
have been from the beginning quite beſide their. 
purpoſe, and contrary to their inſtitution, Yet, I 
believe, none of us will be diſpleaſed with the 


5 probable effects of this controverſy: in clearing 


up, ſeveral points relating to the paſt conduct of 


the Sucttyz and propoſing to a free diſcuſſion 


their prelent meaſures relating to the Church of 
fanglaud in America. One effect in particular is inti- 
mat: d by the laſt- cited moſt able defender of the So- 
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ciety, p. 59; that of carrying their attention to other 
parts of the Colonies, and in time extending their 
miſſions as wide às our empire in America. It is much 
to be regretted, that this benevolent work, conducted 
(as I am perſuaded it is at preſent) with the utmoſt 
integrity and purity of intention, ſhould excite envy 
or ill-will in any: but it will undoubtedly excite a 
pious gratitude in many more, who, by their 
means, may obtain the knowledge of God's 
«"trth,” ard" ** eyerlifting Ne.” 

Some detached paſſages of the Doctor's Re- | 
marks, Sc. ſeem to merit a curſory review. In | | 
His Obſervations, p. 119. he repreſents it as being j 
one plea for epiſcopal miſſions in the Colonies, that it 
they are © a neceſſary means of chriſtianizing the, il | 
«' Savages.” His Anſwerer queſtions, whether this. i | 
plea was ever made. The Doctor endeavours, Wh 
Rem. p. 50. to prove that it has; but has failed 1 
entirely of proving his point, as every one may ſee. | 

He next tells his Anſwerer, that he has very, | 
ce obligingly anſwered himſelf,” by making ſuch. | 
conceſſions, as in a great meaſure juſtify the com- Mh 
plaints againſt the Society. Now the Doctor's Ii | 
8 il | 
M4 

| 


— m — 


complaints are, that it has acted contrary to its, 
Charter, in maintaining epiſcopal churches, where. 
other Proteſtant Churches were before ſettled; has 
thereby ' injured other provinces ; has miſpent vaſt 
ſums of the money intruſted with it; and has. | 
done all this with a formal deſign to root out 11 
Preſbyterianiſm in the colonies: to every part of 
which, the Anſwerer has replied. Beſides this, 
the Doctor has vilified the Church of England, + | 
the Anſwerer has defended her: the Doctor has 14 
objected againſt Biſhops in our American ſettle- ll 
ments; the Anſwerer has confuted his objeRions : 'K | 
and in many other material points, has diſproved 1. 
his aſſertions and invalidated his arguments. Thus i 
| far he has anſwered the Doctor, and how has he 11 
| anſwered himſelf? By granting that the Society _ 14 
8 | | | 1 ma; | if 
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may perhaps by miſtake, or through importunity, 
have ſet up rather too many epiſcopal churches 


among preſbyterian ones, conſidering the need © 
them in other places. Now, 1s this all, or the 


1 main, or any conſiderable part, of what the Doctor 
Hh contended for ? If not, there will be no manner of 
Whit occaſion to change the title of the Anſwer to him: 


1 and his friends, who think © it might nearly as 
Wi. «© well be intitled an Anſwer to Thomas d Kempis 
9 or Don Quixote, p. 57. will ſcarce find many to 
applaud their wit; if it be indeed theirs, and not 
rather the facetious Doctor's own, aſcribed to them 
through his exceſſive modeſty. The Remarker 
ſometimes thinks his reſpectable antagoniſt “ if 
© not actually witty, makes very alarming ap- 
&« proaches to it.” But there is a wide difference 
tif between the martini/m of the Doctor's perform- 
#1 118! ances, and the urbanity of his Anſwerer, 
"WEE He argues, p. 54. that the Society, by declin- 
ing of late to increaſe their New- England miſſions, 
have „ ratified the judgment of all, who thought 
their former proceedings unjuſtifiable.” But the 
41+ majority might think, that they had gone, not too 
1 far, but far enough; or might be inclined to ſtop, 
1 chiefly on account of the clamours raiſed by un- 
i reaſonable men ; being ſolicitous to cut off occaſion 
11 from thoſe who de/ire accaſion againſt them, and 
1-4 not to let their good be evil ſpoken of, 2 Cor. xi. 12. 
Silt Kom. xiv. 16. 3 | 
1 The Society having been mentioned in the An- 
ſwer to the Doctor, as laying their proceedings 
"io annually before the world; which two other So- 
| = cieties of the ſame kind, highly in his favour, ne- 
| ver do: he complains, p. 52. that it is not eaſy for 
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1 

tf! i Non-conformiſts to get a ſight of our Sermons 
1 and Abſtracts; that they are not to be ſold; and 
14 that our Secretary, when a Bookſeller, by his di- 

a 1 rection, aſked him for 20 copies, would not * | 
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with them, unleſs he knew the perſon they were 
for. Now, as more than 2000 of theſe Sermons 
and Abſtracts are yearly given away, it cannot be 
difficult for any denomination of men to obtain 
a ſight of them. No wonder, if the Secretary de- 
clined giving a ſett of them to he knew not whom, 
on the mere requeſt of a Bookſeller, perhaps un- 
known to him alſo. But if the Doctor had ſent in 
his own name by a proper hand, I dare ſay he would 
not have been refuſed : nor will he be, if he ſends 
now. 

The Doctor ſays, Rem. p. 48. we are well 
« informed, that the Epiſcopalians, not to ſay the 
« Society, lately made great Oppoſition to our 
© having a charter merely for propagating the 
« goſpel among the Indians, at our own expence : 
e but I do not believe that the Eng/ifp diſſenters 
« have ſhewn the ſame ſpirit againſt the Eſta- 
« bliſhed Church or the Society.” But indeed 


they are very ill informed, and perhaps by ſome who 


could have informed them better. I can affirm, on 
very good authority, that neither the Society, nor 
any Epiſcopalians, as ſuch, oppoſed the act of the 
Boſton Aſſembly for the purpoſe here mentioned. 
It was rejected merely on political and commer- 
cial reaſons, which aroſe from the manner of 
drawing it up, and were repreſented by the Board 
of Trade to the Privy-Council, who unanimouſly 
diſapproved it, when there was not one Biſhop 

preſent ; as appears from the Council- Books.“ 
The Doctor ſeems diffatisfied with the name of 
Independents, as applied to the religious perſua- 
ſion of New- England. Rem. p. 25. The very in- 
telligent Engliſh author of the Anſwer to his Obſer- 
vations, ſays, that it is proper and not re- 
„ proachful.” The Diſcuſſion is of no conſe- 
quence in the preſent argument ; and I heartily 
wiſh theſe names of diviſion were extinct. But, to 
| | give 
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give ſome elucidation. to the term —Maſbeim, a 


learned and moderate hiſtorian, and rather inclined 


to favour the cauſe of Putitaniſm, derives the Con- 
gregitionaliſts from the Brownifts, and gives them 
the name of Independents, as of the ſame import. 
Fata Browniſtarum ſapientiores induxerunt, ut diſci- 


plinam magiſtri temperarent *& tolerabiliorem redde- 


rent. Ita celebris que nondum defiit, independentium ſeu 
congregationalium fratrum familia ex illis nata -eft *. 
The Writer of theſe papers had drawn up a par- 
ticular defence of himſelf, againſt thoſe many aſ- 
perſions on his private character, which make ſo 
diſproportioned a part of Dr. Maybew's Writings 
againſt the Society and the Church of England. 
Bux as theſe things are too perſonal to be intereſt- 
g, and as both here and in New- England every 
hate of moment is known to be falſe and calum- 
nious ; and principaily, as the Society, to whom 
their miſſionaries are reſponſible for their conduct, 
have been pleaſed publicly to declare, that “ any 
&« vindication of himſelf was unneceſſary:“ he ſhall 
therefore wave that point, and only touch on ſuch 
particulars, as may ſerve to clear up matters of 
more general concern. Private affronts and ca- 
lumnics, he knows, are the uſual arts of contro- 
verſy ; and, as ſuch, he freely forgives them: but 
he leaves it to the Doctor to reconcile them either 
to the precepts of the Chriſtian Religion, or to his 


Inſt. H. E. p. 776, 841. The ſame hiſtorian endegronry to 
clear the Independents of ſeveral aſperſions; and has many cu- 
rious remarks on that ſect, p. 973, 974. Independentes nomen inde. 
habent quod cum Browinſtis ſentiunt, Vngulos cælus Chriſttanos inde- + 
pendentes, ſeu quod idem ei, Jul juris effe. Parens generis Joan. 
Robinfonus, Oc. , 

Men recuſarunt prinmim, illud independentiuan p50 6, 19 1 . 
ſoni 41 ſeipalt'; ; negue habet aliquid mali ominis aut invidia', modo ex 
ſenttutia eorum intelligatur. Poftea vero—— ſludiofifeme illud ab 
Je deprecati - ſunt, & *% fratres congregationales ceru/que Juos e EC-/ 
cleſſas congregationales nommarunt. p. 976. 


OWN 
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own explicit cenſure of that conduct. © It is no 


* new practice, for thoſe who write upon contro- 
e verted matters, to ſet the perſons againſt whom 
they write in the moſt diſadvantageous point of 
light; and to take ſuch methods in order thereto, 
« as every chriſtian, gentleman, and ſcholar 
* ought to have in I and abhorrence,” — 
1ſt Def. p. 79. 

In the Remarks, p. 23—25. the Doctor is pleaſed 
to give a very particular account of the Church at 
Cambridge; a place ſo near him, and from whence 
he might obtain the molt exact information, that 
his Readers muſt implicitly aſſent to ſuch a circum- 
ſtantial narrative. But I will venture to ſay, that 
every thing relating to this ſubject, (and indeed to 
the Church of England in general, in all the Doc- 
tor's Writings ;) is miſrepreſented, with monſtrous 
aggravations, through the medium of Prejudice. 
The Writer, who has, and ever ſhall retain, a parti- 
cular intereſt in the welfare of that Church, has 
been always careful to repreſent the ſtare of the 


Congregation to the Society, - rather under than 
above its number, when that could not be aſcer- 


tained. His account in the Society's Abſtract of 
the laſt year, is as low as the truth will bear. 
& In the Winter ſeaſon, there is a very ſmall con- 
* gregation of the neighbouring families; but in 
& the Summer the Church is well frequented 
&« The Families of the Church of Eugland in this 
“ miſſion are 26, and the Communicants. 33.“ 
By an Account, dated in December, 1704, and at- 


teſted by the Church: wardens, Robert Temple and 


Richard Lechmere, Eſqrs; * There are belong- 


ing to the Church, 198 ſouls, of whom 41 are 
e in full communion.” Let us compare theſe 
Accounts, which may be depended on, with that 


which the Doctor gives us in his Remarks, He 
ſays, he is well informed, that there are not 
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e commonly at that Church in the Winter ſeaſon 
* more than 20 perſons, ſometimes not more than 
* 10; and in Summer, not more than 30 or 40, 
©. except upon ſome extraordinary occaſions.” 
The Doctor's ſpies and informers might have in- 
formed him, that in that climate all country-con- 
gregations muſt be very ſmall in Winter. I do not 
remember ſo ſmall a number as 20: 1 have been 
told upon enquiry, that the ſmalleſt was 27, in ex- 
treme bad weather ; but that uſually in Winter the 
number is from 40 to 50. In Summer, and when- 
ever the weather was favourable, the Congregation 
ſeldom conſiſted of fewer than 100 perſons: On 
the laſt Sunday of every month, there is a Com- 
munion of between 30 and 40 perſons, (in good 
weather) all of truly reſpectable characters; moſt 
of them, if not all, conſtant members of the Church. 

But there are other inaccuracies in the Doctor's 
account. He objects to the * ſending petitions, 
* ſigned by as many names as poſſible to impoſe 
© on the Society.“ No ſuch petition was ſent from 
Cambridge, there being no other application but by 
a Letter ſigned by a committee of fix Gentlemen; 
whom I ſuppoſe the Doctor means by his Gen- 
ce tlemen of figure, and of ſo large incomes as to 
& admit of maintaining domeſtic Chaplains.” E 
ſhall not make ſo free with their reſpectable names, 
as even to vindicate them from the Doctor's con- 
jectures; but I ſuppoſe, © their reaſons for pre- 
„ ferring the Church of England“ are conſiſtent 
with their ſometimes having attended, before the 
Church was built, a congregational Miniſter, for 
whom we have a great and juſt eſteem. He then 
ipeaks of a diſagreement at Matertotn, about 
<« ſetting up a new meeting houſe, as happening 
© very opportunely, and being the means of pro- 
„ curing tome ſubſcribers; where or who the reſt 
«© were, he knows not.“ Indeed he knows but little 


of 
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of the matter. Thoſe petty and contemptible quar- 
rels, (which, for the credit of his pro 
to have ſuppreſſed) never engaged our attention 
and in the whole conduct of our buſineſs, that in- 
cident was never taken notice of by us, nor, that 
I know of, ever procured a ſingle member or ſub- 
ſcriber to our Church. As a Miniſter and a Miſ- 
ſionary, the Writer would willingly lay open his 
whole heart and intentions, to the inſpection of Dr. 
Mayhew himſelf. If he was too ſanguine in en- 
gaging in that ſervice, and entertained too great 
hopes of its ſucceſs—O8/. p. 59, 63. this was owing 
to his unacquaintance with that neighbourhood, to 


the computation of his friends, and, together with 


his inexperience, to a diſpoſition which led him to 


expect too much from a deſign zealouſly becauſe 


honeſtly engaged in. The acceſſions to his Church 
Dibid - were expected neither from the Congrega- 
tional inhabitants of Cambridge, nor from the Col- 
lege; but from the country Families of the epiſco- 


pal perſuaſion, and from new ſettlers in that neigh- 


bourhood. But here, the Anſwer to 1he Obſerva- 


tions has honoured him with an ample vindication, 
P. 15. as well as with a moſt candid conſtruction 
of his ſentiments and conduct in other reſpects. 
The miſſion at Cambridge having been ſo parti- 
cularly excepted againſt, in order to excite and in- 
creaſe the clamour againſt the Society, the Writer 
has taken this occaſion to vindicate his own con- 
nexion with it. As a native of News England, and 
conſcious of a hearty love for that country, he was 


_ eaſily induced to ſettle there: and before he was 


aware of any diſlike or oppoſition, was determined 
to fix at Cambridge, by his family connexions and 
the natale ſolum; Anfw. p. 51, 52. by the agreea- 
bleneſs and healthineſs of the place; by the friendly 
and converſible company in it, of both the religi- 


' ous perſuaſions; and by ſome favourable oppor- 
| G 2 0 


he ought 


—_ eee e EP A TD CORTE AIPaCR P ” 


44 AReview of Dr. Mayhew's Remarks. 


tonities of literary improvement. To theſe private 
motives, he may add the view of devoting him- 
ſelf in that retirement to the ſtudies and duties of 
his profeſſion; and of doing ſuch ſervice as he 
could, to the Church of England and to his 
Country. But he was ſoon awakened from theſe 
youthful dreams, by the religious feuds that al- 
ways ſubſiſt in that colony; and by ſome unkind 
attacks, in News-Papers and Sermons, on the du- 
ty he had undertaken : and has ſuſtained as rude a 
ſtorm, as perhaps ever beat on a perſon of his ſta- 
tion. But he had engaged his inclinations in this 
buſineſs, and could not recede ; he forebore to 
make any reply to theſe affronts *, and has endea- 
voured to promote, in his ſtation as a Miſſionary, a 
general harmony and good-will. In return, he 
has met with the kindeſt reception and ſingular in- 
dulgence, from the moſt reſpectable perſons of that 
Town and College; whom on this, occaſion he 
publicly thanks for their courteſy to him and hi 
family. ä | | 
The Doctor ſtil] goes on to perſecute ꝶ his poor 
Church. Rem. p. 24. How far the ſupporting 
« a Miſſionary there, is conformable to the true 
intent of the Society's charter,“ reſts on the ge- 
neral argument of this controverſy. Their own 


Dr. Mayhew charges him with © beginning tkis diſpute in 
« form,” and with having “given an evident occaſion to write 
„ upon it.” Rem. p. 33. Ob. p. 6. with what truth, the rea- 
der may judge, from his own expreſs declaration. In a pam- 
phlet call:d, © A Letter of Reproof to, Mr. Cleaveland, he 
takes occahon to infinuate a ſuſpicion, “ that epiſcopal influ- 
* ence had a {hare in bringing him into a controverſy with his 
own party, at a time when he was engaped in a public con- 
tro erſy of great importance, &©c, a work which he was re- 
peatedly ſolicited to engage in by ſeveral Divines of the firſt 
reputation, SOME YEARS before that incident took place, 
which finally determined him to undertake it.“ 
t Arwypor Myw, 70 W700) THAATTE Ty 1GvXaoervs. Socrat. 
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aſſurance is its beſt ſecurity. ** The Society will 
not defert and abandon the Congregations, ' 
* which it hath taken under its protection, unleſs _ 
*© they ſhould become either too rich to need its 
&« aſhſtance, or too inconſiderable to deſerve it.“ 
Anſw. p. 58. The Congregation at Cambridge comes 
under neither of theſe exceptions. 1. It is ſo far from 
being too rich to need the aſſiſtance of the Society, 
that it is ſtill burdened with a conſiderable debt, 
and its chief expence is ſupported by a few fami- 
lies. I warmly and heartily agree with the Doc- 
tor, that when this or any other Miſſion is well able 
to ſupport itſelf, it will be no longer an object of 
the Society's charity. Whenever any Towns or 
Pariſhes in America are capable, either of wholly 
ſupporting, or of contributing largely to the ſup- 
port of, their own churches and miniſters; they 
are certainly bound, either wholly or in part to 
withdraw that burden from the Society, and take it 
upon themſelves. This would be productive of 
many good effects. It would free our Churches 
from i imputations, which, if in any caſes juſt, are 
diſhonourable to them: and it would enlarge the 
Church of England in America, by enabling the So- 
ciety to transfer that bounty to others, which ſhould 
be no longer needed by the richer Congregations. 
2. The Church of Cambridge, as it is not too rich to 
need, ſo neither is it too inconſiderable to deſerve 
the aſſiſtance of the Society. The characters of 
its members are truly reſpectable. They have a 
juſt ſenſe of the great benefit of this Church; as in 
other reſpects, ſo in preventing the qimpation and 
diſorder of their families, either in leaving them, 
or taking them to Beſton to the public Worſhip. 
Its ſtate in point of numbers hath been truly re- 
preſented. I know not what is the limited num- 
ber of a Chriſtian Church. Where two or three 
are gathered together in CyR1sT's name, he hath 
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promiſed to be with them. Matt. xvii. 20. The 


Zewiſh ſynagogues after the captivity *, (the mo- 
dels of our particular Churches) might be conſti- 
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„ 0 tuted by Ten perſons of competent age and free 
. condition, and of ſufficient leiſure to attend the di- 
i . vine offices. 
T4 Nor can any umbrage be reaſonably taken at the 
1 placing a Church in Cambridge. In the Town it- 
. | ſelf no inconvenience is to be apprehended from it; 
17: _ as, in ſecular reſpects, we promote a ſpirit of in- 
| [1291 duſtry and juſtice, and are of ſervice to its inha- 
W's birants by occaſioning a greater reſort to it. Our 
l people live in peace and friendſhip with all our 
181: ; 38 congregational brethren : we eſteem and reſpect 
Wet them, and receive from them reciprocal marks of 
16 good-will. The College has een to fear from 
10 the Church of England built near it. The ſtudents 
. are under very juſt regulations, in regard to at- 
g q BI tending our worſhip, It is at leaſt of ſervice to 
Wet thoſe of the Epiſcopal perſuaſion, and will pro- 
r bably occaſion a greater reſort of ſuch to that re- 
i i | ſpectable Seminary. I have only to add on this 
1 ſubject, that the Society has never been intention- 
li ally deceived, by falſe and extravagant accounts 


of this miſſion ; could all its difficulties have been 


I foreſeen, perhaps it would never have been en- 

R's gaged i in; as it is, neither its friends nor its ene- 
1 mies can undo what has been done: and whatever 
| Hil be the tortune of this Church, which 1s humbly 
Wi; commended to the Divine Providence, — the Wri- 
1.4! cer, in his own relation to it, will always carry with 
14 him the conſciouſneſs of having meant well to Re- 
16 ligion and to his Country. 
11 Yet the Doctor thinks, the Society's ** continu- 
f 4 c ing to ſupport a Miſſionary at Cambridge would 
1-4 © diſcover a deſign, different from that they would 
+4 have thought the true and only one; a deſign 
14 * Prideaux. Connect. ad ann. 444. 
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* to encourage, ſtrengthen, and increaſe a party.” 
Rem. p. 25. The Writer is unconſcious of any 
other de//gn in that miſſion, notwithſtanding any 
faults in the conduct of it, but that of forming a 
ſmall body of people of our own communion to the 
knowledge and practice of the Chriſtian Religion. 
The arguments which the Doctor has pro- 
duced, Rem. p. 15—23. to prove, that the So- 
ciety's chief aim has been to proſelyte men to 
Epiſcopacy, are plainly defective: and we may 
preſume, that the reſt, which he talks of having 
in reſerve, are not ſtronger. If incidentally the 
Miſſioparies have added ever ſo many to our com- 
munion, we may juſtly think it a happy event. 
We invite men to it, as to a privilege, when fair 
occaſions. offer; but would not prefs them with 
over-zealous importunity. Our churches are open; 
your people reſort to them unaſked, unſolicited. 
Though prejudiced againſt us, and put upon their 
guard ; they cannot find that matter for cenſure, 
which is ſo plentitully ſupplied them in books of 


Controverſy. Some good reaſons might be aſ- 


ſigned, from the Liturgy, Doctrines, Unity, and 


Order of our Church, which might account for 
the acceſſions ſuppoſed to be made to it in Ame- 


rica. But the ſubject would induce diſagreeable 


compariſons; and might give ſome offence to thoſe 


whom we would not willingly offend. 
The Doctor takes Avarice to be one reaſon for the 


increaſe of our Churches. But the ſupport of our 


Aſſemblies, even with the aſſiſtance of the Society, 
is a much greater expence to our people, than it 
would be to aſſociate with the Congregationaliſts. 
This J know to be a Truth, in ſeveral inſtances; 
and have good reaſon to think it is generally ſo. 
The burden of expence on our epiſcopal Congre- 
gations is often ſo heavy, that they are many 


years in clearing themſelves of debts contracted 
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in the ſettlement of their Churches. And here 


my Countrymen of the epiſcopal perſuaſion in Ame- 
rica, will allow one who has lived among them to 
give them a Caution againſt a common error, 
which the adviſer himſelf has not been exempt 
from: I mean, rather too much ſhew and expence 
in the ſtructure and ornaments of our Churches; 
which only tends to impoveriſh our Country con- 
gregations, and to abridge them in the neceſſary 
reſources for the ſupport of the public worſhip. It 
were indeed much to be wiſhed, that our manners 


and taſte in private life were reduced to the juſt 


e of a decent ſimplicity: and that, by giv- 

leſs into faſhionable imitation and parade 
in our buildings, tables, equipages, we might, 
in a Country of ſo little wealth, keep ourſelves free 
from thoſe incumbrances, which attend our grow- 
ing luxury and diſproportioned expences. The 
Writer is willing to offer this caution to his Coun- 
trymen in general ; though it carries with it a lit- 
tle honeſt ſelf-condemnation 3 which, he hopes, 
will ſoften the ſeverity of the Doctor's cenſure : 
Rem. p. 59, 60. 

The animoſities and diviſions of the Diſſenters 
among themſelves, I believe is often a real reaſon 
for their joining with us: but I never heard of any 
acceſſions to their communion, from diviſions in 
ours. Yet we take no more pains to divide them, 
than they do to divide us. And therefore this 
cauſe of our increaſe is ſo little to their credit, that 
they had better, if they could, conceal it. 

Nor can the acceſſions to our Churches be at all 
aſcribed to any extraordinary zeal of Epiſcopalians 
to promote their party. The people of our Com- 
munion, in America, are generally as much defi- 
cient in this kind of zeal, as they are ſuperior in 
the goodneſs of their Cauſe. This is not ſaid in 


their commendation, but as a Fact, which has 


come 
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come within the Writer's own obſervation. To this 
coolneſs, we muſt aſcribe their negle& of ſuck 
Writings as have appeared in their defence on con- 
troverſial ſubjects: and par/ly to the fame cauſe 
was owing the delay and difficulty of republiſhing 
at Boſton the Anſwer to Dr. Maybero's Obſerva- 
tions: which, though highly approved by all that 
read it of all parties, could hardly appear there; 
for want of encouragement from Epiſcopalians. 
This I take to be a truer ſolution of this matter; 
than the Doctor has given us in his Remarks, p. 80. 
where he thinks, „that performance was written 
„with too much Catholiciſm to be generally ac- 
56 ceptable to Epiſcopalians among us.“ The 
members of our Church do not intereſt themſelves 
in theſe ſubjects with that zcal and warmth which 
is expreſſed againſt them; whether from a ſecurity 
in their Cauſe, or from a rational and chriſtian mo- 
deration, I ſhall not take upon me to determine. 

The accuſation, that we encourage immorality, 
or receive perſons under juſt congregational cen- 
ſures, is a falſehood'of the blackeſt die. Many 
people reſort to our churches, without profeſſing 
themſelves ſtated members or communicants. Of 
theſe we can make but little enquiry ; and the leſs; 
on account of the falſe and fooliſh alarm, of our deep 
deſign of making profelytes. The principles of 
the Church of England, and eſpecially of its pre- 
ſent minitters, are ſo far from encouraging remiſſ— 
neſs of life, that they. have even been thought to 
infiſt too much on the moral part of Religion. In 


America, the Miſſionaries have remarkably oppoled 


themſelves to the prevailing deluſions of antino- 
mianiſm and enthuſiaſm: and, with an unanimity 
and perſeverance which does them honour, have 
followed the unerring guidance of Scripture z in 
firmly eſtabli ſhing the obliga tions of virtue on ths 
doctrine of redempiion. Yet "neither We z It is to be 
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feared, nor They, after all their cenſures of us, 


have cauſe to boaſt in point of true piety and vir- 


tue: and it would be as inconcluſive, to judge of 
the purity of any church, as to try the truth of the 
Goſpel, by the /ives of its profeſſors. The tendency 
of the one as well as of the other to build up Chriſ- 
tians in a right Faith, and to make them Holy in all 
manner of converſation, is the only criterion of its 
truth and excellence. But if I am not miſtaken, 
there is a great deal of ſpiritual pride in theſe fa- 
vourite compariſons, which are exactly parallel to 
no very good precedents: God, I thank thee, that 
am not as other men are, &c. Luke xviii. 11. And, 
Stand by thyſelf, come not near to me; for I am 
holier than thou. Iſai. Ixv. 6. 5 
Our admirable Hooker * obſerves of the Anabap- 
tilts, that “ where they found men, in diet, at- 
tire, furniture of houſe, or any way, obſervers 
of civility and decent order; ſuch they reproved, 
* as being carnally and earthly- minded. Every 
„ word, otherwiſe than ſeverely and fadly uttered, 
<«« ſeemed to pierce like a ſword thorow them, c.“ 
The people of our Communion are generally 
frank, open, ſincere ; they deteſt hypocriſy and 
affectation; they think for themſelves, and ſpeak 
what they think; and in their actions are ſocial, 
generous, and free. There 1s likewiſe among them 
a politeneſs and elegance, which to a cenforious 
eye may look worldly and voluptuous. Theſe 
things may be aggravated by gloomy or formal 
perſons, into a total want of ſeriouſneſs. God for- 
bid, that by expreſſion or example, I ſhould ſeem 
to countenance levity or licentiouſneſs in any; 
to which, I fear, we are all too much inchned : 
and it were well, if our accuſers would abate ſome- 
thing of their ſtiffneſs, and our own prople of 


4 Pref, to the Laws of E. P. p. Ixxxi. 


their 
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cheir freedom of behaviour, and meet their diſſent- 


ing brethren half-way. To expreſs my impartial 
judgment, if the one excel in the religious, the 
other no leſs excel in the ſoczal virtues, which never 
ought to be ſeparated: and I moſt heartily wiſh, 
that the reproaches of our friends in that commu- 
nion, may animate our zeal to adorn our on; 


and that we may henceforth quit every emulation, 


but that of excelling in virtue, piety and benevo- 
lence. | | 

If then the growth of the Church of England in 
America does not proceed from any bad motives ; 
what cauſe is there for alarm about it? Does not 
this outcry argue ſome diſtruſt of a cauſe, that 


cannot keep its own party from revolt and deſer- 


tion? In civil reſpects, the advantages in Ner- 


England are almoſt all on the fide of the congre- 
gational perſuaſion. They, as being far more nu- 


merous, are the religious profeſſion in alliance 
with the provincial government ; though, in a de- 
pendent government, they cannot properly be 
deemed an Eſtabliſhment : they hold its offices of 


honour and profit: they fill its councils and aſ- 


ſemblies : and their miniſters are as well, if not 
better, ſupported than ours. If then the Church 
of England prevails there, it muſt be only becauſe 
it has truth and reaſon on its fide ; and all will 
acknowledge, that Truth and Reaſon ought to 
prevail. When no other means are uſed ; when 
over-forwardneſs even in mere perſuaſion is diſap- 
proved and diſcountenanced ; what more can the 
diſſenters deſire? They are certainly forewarned 
enough, to be on their guard againſt our ſeduc- 
tions. So that, on all accounts, they who come 
over to us, as they chooſe for themſelves, may be 
ſuppoſed to do it on principle. In ſeveral cafes of 


this kind that I know of, the clergy have been 


quite out of the queſtion, as to uſing any influence 
2 2 on 
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or perſuaſion : and the Miſſionaries continually ſee 


Diſſenters uniting with the Church, without being 


at all concerned or conſulted in the chagyss And 
why ſhould they not unite with us? 

Doubcleſs, many among us of different ſenti⸗ 
ments and communtons, are already united in 
whatever is moſt important and eſſential in Re— 
ligion. And as we concur with one another in the 
purity of our Faith and love of Virtue ; our far- 
ther Union would add ſo much to the felicity af 
the Chriſtian and Proteſtant Church, that no- 
thing is more deſirable than ſuch a conſtitution, 
as would include in its communion the greateſt 
number of good men. The importance of being 
thus united in one Polity as well as in one Faith, 
is no leſs than the intereſts of Charity among Chriſ- 


tians. A mere unity in Faith, even though it 


could be attained to, is not alone ſufficient to pro- 
duce Charity ; as experience has long ſhewn. 
I would not wiſh for any other union of diſſen- 
ters with the Church of England, than ſuch a vo- 
Juntary and free aſſociation, as ſhould be the reſult 
of an hearty approbation of her doctrines, polity, 
and worſhip. But the ſupporting and encouraging 
that communion in all our American Colonies, ap- 
pears to be the only means of combining them 
into ode national church, on the Goſpel-maxims 
of chriſtian Unity: as well as the moſt likely 
means of artaching them firmly to each other, and 
do their MWMother-Cuuntry, The inhabitants are 
greatly mine d ia their deſcent, which of courſe 
brings along with it an adherence to different ſenti- 
ments. 11 he £5779 Super ſtition hath taken deep 
7207 in Canada, Maryland, and fome other parts: 
ch: modes of Proteitantiſia are various and can- 
CrAdliciony : the active ſpitit of Enthuſiaſm aſſumes 
Wnoncrable trantic appcarances. And how can 
Mis be any hope of re lieus, or ſecurity of po- 
litical 
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litical Union, but by the unforced growth and na- 
tural influence of the Church of England? For 


none of the reſt have any chance of growing ge- 
neral; and if ſome of them ſhould, the worlt of 


conſequences muſt follow. Although the effe&- 
ing this moſt defirable union is not the formal end 
or intention of the Society; yet its miſſjous have 


incidentally laid a conſiderable foundation for it. 


In a courſe of ſixty Wars an hundred Churches have 


been erected, and Miſſions maintained by- the So- 


ciety, throughout the American colonies. And at 
a time when diſſenſion, enthuſiaſm, and irreligion 
are ſo active in diſuniting mens minds and affections; 


cannot but be perſuaded, that the advancement 
of the Church of Exglandis for the intereſt of Truth, 


Order, and reaſonable Liberty. The occaſional pro- 
moting of this good end by friendly intercourſe, is 
very different from making it a principal buſineſs 
to proſelyte diſſenters; and equally fo, from uſing 
mean and inſidious arts of tampering with them. 
We would employ only arguments and benevolence, 
to win our adverſaries over to us; and ſhew every 
inſtance of reaſonable condeſcenſion, to reunite the 


diviſions in the Church of CHRIST. Perſiſting in a 
ſeparation is not juſtifying it; nor does it loſe its 


guilt, as it grows more remote from its origin. 
And they who imagine, that Charity can be preſerv- 


ed undiminiſhed, not only without an uniformity 
in opinions, but with the wideſt diſunion in go- 


vernment and worſhip ; judge contrary to fact and | 
experience, and indeed to the genius and temper of 


their own writings. 
I am well aware, in the preſent unbounded li- 


centiouſneſs of principles and opinions, with what 
diſeſteem any thing is likely to be received, in defence 
of eſtabliſhed modes of Faith and forms of Religion. 
But this vulgar prejudice does not deter me from 
adhering to St. Paul's directions. Now 7 beech 
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you, brethren, mark them which cauſe diviſions and 
offences, contrary to the dotirine which ye have learn- 
ed; and avoid them. Rom. xvi, 17. And in his 
next epiſtle; Now I beſeech you, brethren, by the 


name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all spRAK 


the ſame thing, and that there be No Divisions 
among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together 
in the SAME MIND and in the SAME JUDGMENT. 
1 Cor. i. 10. Words, which, I doubt not, are 
the beſt comment on thoſe of our bleſſed RE“ 
DEEMER, in his laſt moſt folemn prayer of in- 
terceſſion to the FATHER ; wherein he leaves 
this Unity to his Church as his laſt and moſt pre- 
cious legacy, and as a duty of higheſt obligation. 
Holy Father, keep through thine own name thoſe 
whom thou haſt given me, that they may be One, as 
We are. -Neither pray 1 for theſe alone, but for 
them alſo which ſhall! believe on me through their 
word; that they ALL MAY BE ONE, @s thou, Father, 
art in me, and I in thee , that they alſo may be One 
that they may be One, even as we are One: 
T in them, and Thou in Me; that they may be made 


PERFECT IN ONE. Fobn xvii. 


THE appointing of Biſhops in our American 
colonies, comes now to be conſidered : Rem. p. 55, 
Sec. The Doctor affects to doubt, whether the 
Scheme propoſed by his Anſwerer be not merely 
his own; inſtcad of being, as is aſſerted, the real 
and only one that has been in view; and ſays, 
that if this aſſertion be true, he and others have been 
miſinforined, p. 59, 61. Therefore, let his or their 
informers ſay on what grounds they have ever 
affirmed a different one to have been framed; or 
elſe let them take ſhame to. themſelves, for in- 
venting falſehoods, or venting Imaginations for 
Facts; and let the Doctor ſet a mark on them, 
and be more cautious whom he believes hereafter. 

Suc- 


A Review of Dr. Mayhew's Remarks, 55 
Succeſſive propoſals for American Biſhops have 
been made at different times, through a long 
courſe of years, by men of high rank and cha- 


racter in the Church; and are ready now for the 


peruſal of any worthy perſon, who ſhall declare 
himſelf unſatisfied in this point: all which agree 
with what the Anſwerer has averred. One of 
them perhaps may have peculiar weight with 
the Doctor; I mean that made in the year 1750, 
by the excellent Biſhop BUTLER, in the Doctor's 
own judgment ** a great ornament of the epiſ- 
* copal order, and of the Church of England.“ 
This ſcheme, with which the Writer was favoured 


by a Gentleman of diſtinction in Boſton, is in 


the Biſhop's own hand-writing, of which the ow 


lowing is an exact tranſcript. 


IJ. That no coercive power is defired over the 


© Laity in any caſe : but only a power to regulate the 


« behaviour of the Clergy who are in epiſcopal orders; 
and to correct and puniſh them according to the law 
© of the Church of England, in caſe of miſbebaviour 
© or negleft of duty, with ſuch Power as the Commiſſa- 
* ries abroad have exerciſed.” 
II. That nothing is defired for ſuch Biſhops, that 
* mayin the leaſt interfere with the dignity or authority 
or intereſt of the Governor, or any other officer of 


« tate. Probates of wills, Licenſe for marriages, Ec. 


© zo be left in the hands where they are: and no Hare 
in the temporal government is defired for Biſhops. 

III. The maintenance of uch Biſhops not to be at 
6 the charge of the colonies. 

« IV. No Biſhops are intended to be ſettled i in places 
© where the government is in the hands of Dilſenters, as 
in New-England, c. But authority to be given, 
* only to Ordain Clergy for ſuch Church of England 
« congregations as are among tbem, and to Inſpedt into 
* the manners and behaviour of the ſaid clergy, and to 
6 © Confirm the members thereof." | 

| Thi 


* William Vaſal, Ela 
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56 A Review of Dr. Mayhew's Remartft. 

This Plan is is ſo exactly ſimilar to that in the 
Anſwer to Dr. Mayhew's Obſervations, p. 60. that it 
cannot be doubted, they are che ſame, and that it 
is the only one intended to be put in execution. 
And it is ſuch a ſimple and beautiful model of 
the moſt antient and moderate Epiſcopacy; tfiat 
it ſhould, not only remove all the Doctor's ap- 
prehenſions, but the ſcruples of every rational and 
learned Diſſenter againſt that Apoſtolic form ur 


government. 


Suppoſing this to be the real ſcheme, the Doctor 


owns that it ſets the matter in a leſs exceptionable 
point of view, than he had ſeen it in before. Yet 


he cannot forbear going 50 years back, to ridicule 
ſome harmleſs, though il]-choſen, phraſes, in which 


the ſubitance of it is expreſſed; and expoſe to 
ſcora, with burleſque gravity, what he calls 


matter * ſo ſublime, myſterious and ſacred, as the 


% impolition of the Biſhops* hands.” Yer, he 
well knows, or eaſily may, that we aſcribe no more 
efficacy to the laying on of Biſhops' hands, than 
his brethren do to the laying on of Preſbyters“ 
hands. And if we apprehend ourſelves bound to 
admit it in one office, which they have rejected, I 


mean Confirmation; we may indeed be miſtaken 
in it, but ſurely cannot be objects of derifion for 
it. The ſame is the caſe of epiſcopal Ordination, 
and epiſcopal Viſitation of the Clergy of our 


Church. We think them all appointed, and uſe- 
ful to us: we are ſure they are injurious to no other 

erſons. And therefore according to thoſe prin- 
ciples, for which the Doctor avows the warmeſt 
zeal; we are entitled to have thele offices perform- 
ed for us by perſons of that Order, to which we 


conceive they are committed: elſe, we do not enjoy 
29 


„that full entire liberty in religious matters, 


which the Doctor deſires for himſelt, and “ Which 


all men, whoſe principles or practices are not 
: 0 6% in- 


- 


* inconſiſtent with the ſafety of Society, he ſays, 
have a right to enjoy.“ He tells us indeed, 


that we do enjoy it without American Biſhops, 
„though under ſome Inconveniencies, as he 


gently calls them: p. 71. The buffoonery that im- 
diately follows, in order to prevent any compaſ- 
ſion for our caſe, I omit. So he thinks we are 
poſſeſſed: very ſufficiently of the whole exerciſe of 
our Religion, becauſe our young people may be 
confirmed, and clergymen ordained for 'us, and 
properly inſpected afterwards ; provided they will all 
go from America to Europe for theſe purpoſes. 
Can the Doctor ſay with a good conſcience, that 
Liberty like this is all which he ſhould defire for 
himſelf and his brethren? Let me intreat him to 
read over again ſome Words of his Anſwerer, to 
which he has made no reply : whether, becauſe they 
deſerve none, or becauſe they admit of none, let 


others judge. The American diſſenters from 
«6 


our communion, would think it inſupportably 
« grievous to have no miniſters but ſuch as re- 
© ceived Ordination in England or Ireland; or to 
« be withheld from the uſe of any religious rite, 


« which they eſteemed as highly as we do Confir- 
6 mation; or to have their Churches deſtitute of 


« a ſuperintendency, which they conceived to be 
„ of Apoſtolical inſtiturion. I ſhould in ſuch a 
* caſe be a zealous advocate for them, as not yer 


c enjoying the full Toleration to which they had 


« a right. And ſurely they ought to aſk their 
ce conſciences very ſeriouſly, why they oppoſe our 
% application for ſuch indulgence, as they would 
„ claim for themſelves; and whether indeed ſuch 
« .oppoſlicion is not downright perſecution ; and 

«that, in a matter merely {piritual, without the 
mixture of any temporal concern.” Auſw. p. 60. 
The Doctor, ftill flying to Ridicule in defect of 
Argument, intimates, p. 58. © how much the 
F . . I Ns Epil- 


A Revinw of Dr. Mayhew's Remarks. 37 


1 
qi! 
It 
1 
| 
{ 


2 
iS « 
; & : - 
9 M13 
& ©: | = 
a ; 1 f 
1 * > ” 
1 14 
oi 

> EE 

1 * 
| OF 
= 4 4 
+ ©! 14 

— 38 
2 ! 
1 , 7 N 
1 
= 
7 v2 '% 
1 
14 +6; 
11 1 

F, 

: 139 
1 
- 
: 5 E 'L 
14 
$::6 
i: 23% 
F +: 
„ 

Wb. + 

; iy 1 
1 
1 
1 * 
ii 
f r 1 
. : . 1 
18 
LY | 
= | q l 
8 
* 1 
1 
} * 1 
E Ti 
1 ; 
| < 
7 1 r 
F a 
$ 1c? F 
; b 
4 4 FF 
q uk. 
: . 
1 
A 
15 
13 * 
oy Wh if: 
7 Wt 
; n 
n 
7 
3 * 
f ERS & 
1 1 
* "Sh 
5 x 3 
; OY | 
1 vo is 
- 7 4 
3 I = 
4 7 . 
bi 7 
5 EE 
1 
1 55 
3 8 
go gf" 
. 
* 2 
Fi (1021 
Y U * 
f 18 
if Su; t 
5 +4 
F b 3988 
* 
, 35" 
1 
- [5 
: M 

14 | 

7M 

Sas * 

">| 
? ; te 7 £ 
1 a <6 
75 2 
* 2 
4 85 
: - 4 4 
71 
f . 2 
7 72 4 
* 4+ 
: 14 
7 7111, 
1 1 - . 
HE 
* (RFK) 
'S i oy 
TBS... © 
: 741 
1 
2 E 
Let 
85 f 4 
' . 
U ; * 6 
1 
+ $ 1 
1 
: #3 
: : * ao 
: F 
1 
2 
: ? ins 
iy 4 
1 F' : 
1 
$ oy 4 
1 274 bly 
$ 4 1 
% . 
Y 21 1 
1 
? 12 * 
i 17 : 
/ $9111 
An 
+ 818 
1 74 
190 
* 

8 ; 
1 
199 
42 
by 
» 4. th 

R ; 4 


d 


LS 
oy — 
—— 


"$i % 


ere 2x 
— 5 o * as 
_ hr gn 5 
x4 HI: „ d 
+ N 
— 
— 
— 


— 4 1 
5 > 


Rr Tye” 1 . x KI . ==> 4 L 7 
* * n TS renn 


that they are now, and long have been, as quiet 
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„ Epiſcopalians in America need to be well ruled 
*& and governed, - how much the Clergy need to 
© be united, and reduced to order.” On which I 
would only obſerve, that the American Clergy are 
known to be unanimous in their wiſhes to be un- 
der the immediate inſpection of Biſhops refident 


among them : which concurrence implies quite 


the contrary to a preſent diforderly ſtate of that 
Clergy ; who are perhaps, as faithful to their truſt, 


and as blameleſs in their manners, as any body of 


men in the Chriſtian miniſtry, 
He ſays, p. 61, Sc. that great inconveniencies 
are likely to follow from the ſending Biſhops to 
America. But he ſays alſo, “It is readily owned 
that our appehenſion of what may poſſibly or 
«© probably be the conſequences of it, ought not 
to put us on infringing the religious liberty of 
* our fellow ſubjects and chriſtian brethren,” p. 71. 
Nay he adds, „ neither have we any power to do 
„ ſo; if we were unreaſonable and wicked enough 
to deſire it; our Charter granting fuch liberty 
* to all Proteſtants.” Therefore, Biſhops may, 
hy that Charter, ſettle even in New- England. 
And if the having Biſhops among them be part 
of the religious liberty of the Epiſcopalians, as 
it evidently is; the Diſſenters ought not to oppoſe 
it on account of apprehended conſequences: much 
leſs ought they to oppoſe the ſeitlement of them in 
other provinces, totally independent on New- Zng- 
and; or their reſorting to the New: England Epiſ- 
copalians occaſionally, For any thing of this kind 
would be doing evil on pretence that good may come. 
Bur why are bad conſequences appehended ? 
© Biſhops, he tells us, are ambitious and unquiet.“ 
But to are Preſbyters, and all ſorts of men too of- 
ten. Biſhops partake of juſt the ſame nature with 
the reſt of the ſpecies : and the Doctor will own, 


| an 
* Rom, iii. 8. 
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an order of men, as any in this nation. But who 
knows whether they will continue ſo? And who can 
know with certainty any ſuch thing concerning any 


perſons whatever? Who knows whether the Ne- 


Englanders will not hang Quakers * and Witches 
again? But why ſhould either be ſuſpected? The 
clergy of England are in general friends to religious 
freedom: the people of England, whigs and to- 
ries, are unfavourable to clerical power; and a 
far greater Danger, than the Doctor's imaginary 
one, is, that of their lay ing aſide all regard. to the 
chriſtian Miniſtry, in every ſhape, and to Chriſti- 
anity itſelf. Surely then, there never was ſo lit- 
tle proſpect, that a ſpirit of religious intolerance 
would revive here. Or if it ſhould, it might not 
extend to New-England; for it did not, in the 
reigns of JAMES and CHaRLEs the Firſt, But even 


ſuppoſing it to reach thither, its effects would be 


very little diminiſhed by the circumſtance of no 


Biſhops being already placed in America. They 


might ſoon be ſent, and with much greater au- 
thority than is aſked for them now ; and perhaps 
with ſome reſentment at the oppoſition made' to 


them before. But the whole apprehenſion is 


groundleſs. The Engliſh Diſſenters, who have fix 
and twenty Biſhops eſtabliſhed among them, fear 


no harm from them. Why then ſhould the New- 


England Diſſenters fear any, if one or two ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed, with much leſs power, in one or two 


neighbouring provinces ? Thoſe Provinces are not 


inhabited by bigots : far from it. Governours, Aſ- 


ſemblies, Diſſenters, nay Churchmen, and even 


Clergymen, would, be all on their guard againſt 
epiſcopal incroachments. Add to this, that fo 
public a declaration as has been made of the mo- 
del of epiſcopacy, propoſed to be followed in Ame- 
» See the excellent and truly Honourable Mr, Hutchin/on's 
Hift. of the Maſſachu/ets-Bay, p. 187, 196, 320. 
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60 ARvixwef Dr. Mayhew' Remarks. 
rica, will itſelf be an effectual barrier againſt any 
undue extenſion of eccleſiaſtical power; of which 
the Doctor affects to be ſo apprehenſive. 
A mild-ſpirited Biſhop would be glad to exer- 
ciſe the neceſſary duties of his office in peace: and 
if, by ſome great miſtake, a vehement one ſhould 
be ſent, he would ſoon find the country too hot 
for him. How can there be any chance then of 
his acquiring influence enough to do miſchief in a 
different province, where perhaps he may not ſpend 
a fortnight in a year, one year with another ? Cer- 
tainly, he would rejoice from the bottom of his 
heart, to go through the ſeveral parts of his func- 
tion there, as privately as may be, without of- 
e fence and without obſervation,” (if I may pre- 
ſume to adopt thoſe dreadful words) and to get 
ſafe home again. For were he to attempt a Sache- 
verel's progreſs, as the Doctor imagines he might, 
2 - <2 it would quickly come to an untimely pe- 
ri 
But he has one objection againſt Biſhops in our 
colonies, which I had almoſt overlooked. He 
knows not how they are to be maintained. Nor, 
as he thinks, will they run this riſque, unleſs 
* they have more faith in God, and leſs love to 
* the world, than moſt of their order have had, 
ſince Conftaniine the Great became a nurſing Fa- 
ther to the Church, and the pious maternal 
« council of Nice ſuckied her with the clear and 
pure, the.uncorrupt and incere milk of homoou- 
ſianity, that ſhe might grow zhereby.” p. 68. One 
might be at a loſs to find out the aſſociation of ideas 
between the doctrine of the Council of Nice, and the 
maintenance of Biſhops in America. We can only 
ſuppoſe, that the Doctor has an equal love for 
them both. But if no proper maintenance can 
b- found for them, he needs not be uneaſy at the 
project of fending them: and that | it is not to be 


. 


ce 


—— 
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at the expence of the colonies, he has ſeen in Biſhop 
Butler's ſcheme, with which the others agree. 


He imagines, p. 64, that appointing Biſhops for 


America, would probably increaſe the epiſcopal 
party there; and then great evils might follow. 
I cannot diſcern in what other way it can increaſe 
that party, than by ſupplying them more ea- 
fily with a competent number of miniſters ; tak- - 


ing care that thoſe miniſters ſhould be diligent 
and exemplary ; and promoting an early ſenſe of 
piety among their young people. Theſe are no 
evils; and what can one or two Biſhops, on a Con- 


tinent 600 miles long, do beſides ? The Doctor 


ſays indeed, p. 63. that pretexts might eaſily be 
found for enlarging their powers, and increaſing 


their number. Bur enlarging their powers would 


immediately raiſe a cl.mour that could not be with- 


. flood, If a few Biſhops proved diſagreeable, more 


would not be added. And though they ſhould 
prove agreeable and uſeful ; more would be ſent, 
only to ſuch provinces as choſe them. In the ſhort 
ftay which one of them would chooſe to make in 


New. England, he could not bring over many per- 
ſons to our Church. And therefore how terrible 


things ſoever Epiſcopalians, if they ſhould become 


the majority, may attempt and perform there, they 
will be almoſt, if not quite, as likely to accom- 
pliſh, without ever ſeeing a Biſhop among them, 
as with ſecing one now and then. But indeed 


there is very little likelihood of their ever becom- 
ing the majority there; and ſtill leſs, of their car- 
rying points in their own favour, as the Doctor, p. 
70. fancies they may, while they continue a mino- 


rity ; for all parties, though divided among them- 
ſelves, will be ſure to unite againſt them, Nay, 
had they power, there is no reaſon to think they 


would be oppreſſive; for they are not oppreſſive 


in the colonies where they actually have it: or that 


they 
5 | 
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62 A Review of Dr. Mayhew's Remarks. 
they would attempt—for they could not, with any 
modeſty, or any hope of ſucceſs—ſuch laws againſt 
the Diſſenters, as the Diſſenters have not attempted 
againſt them. And if the zea] of the New- Eng- 
land Clergy threatens avy danger, Biſhops would 
temper it, as they have done in England, inſtead 
of inflaming it. Therefore upon the whole, I hope 
the Doctor will, on conſidering farther, endeavour 
to reconcile our Countrymen to their admiſſion : 
2 requeſt, in my Opinion, ſomewhat more reaſona- 
ble than his, that the Society ſhould reconcile the 
members of our Church to being contented without 
Epiſcopal Miniſters, 

And now I take a final leave of the Doctor: for 
nothing ſhall induce me to carry on this or any con- 
troverſy with him farther. Only, I would, from 
a principle of ſinccre good- will, intreat him to con- 
fider, whether he can poſſibly, in his cool hours, 
think many things, which in his warmth he ſays; 
and whether in his manner of writing, he does not 
grievouſly tranſgreſs, and often without the leaſt 
provocation, the, plaineſt rules of Chriſtian mild- 
neſs, humility, and charity, and even of com- 
mon decency and good-manners. He profeſſes a 
deſire to amend all his Faults. Has he confidered 
| ſeriouſly the guilt of repreſenting things and perſons 
uncandidly, and of unjuſtly reviling and ſcoffing 
at his brethren? It is true, he has ſometimes 
treated his candid and moſt reſpectable Anſwerer 
with civility. But if he has at all amended his lan- 
guage towards the Biſhops and Clergy of the efta- 
bliſhed Church in general, there is fill great need 
of farther amendment. And though he were never 
to ſay any thing injurious to them from deliberate 
malevolence, but from a habit of petulance, and in 
fport: yet let him remember, That every idle word 
that men ſhall ſpeak, they ſha give account thereof in 
the day of judgment. Matt. xli. 36. 

| 77 To 


A Review of Dr. Maybew's Remarks. 63 
To have ſaid nothing that might offend the 
Doctor, in the ſhock of ſuch oppoſite ſentiments, 
would have been affectation. Yet I have endea- 
voured to avoid an undue aſperity of expreſſion; 
and have oppoſed him without enmity or malevo- 


lence, from which my heart is free towards him 


and all men. Though I may claim, in expreſſing 
theſe ſentiments, a perfect exemption from fear or 
flattery: I am not unwilling to lay aſide the ſenſe 
of any thing perſonal, fo far as to have and expreſs a 
real honour for the ſuperiour abilities of the Writer 
I oppoſe; and to make no more doubt of his ſincere 
love of Truth, than I do of my own. Yet, I think, 
his Zeal in this diſpute has not been always con- 
ducted by Knowledge or tempered with Charity. 
Nor ſhould I venture on ſo free a cenfure, were I 
not confirmed in the trath and juſtneſs of it, by the 
opinions of the moſt candid and judicious perſons, 
whohave remarked his conduct in this Controverſy, 
It has been indeed an unfair conteſt, when a 
Writer on one ſide has allowed himſelf the utmoſt 
licence of invective againſt the government and 
worſhip of the Church of England; that we who 
eſteem that Church the brighteſt ornament of re- 
formed Chriſtianity, ſhould have been reſtrained 
by its very principlesof moderation, from repelling 
an aſſault againſt it with equal ſpirit, Yet I can- 
not but lament my own embarraſſment, that it hath 
not been poſſible for me otherwiſe to aſſert the cauſe 
of truth and equity; than by ſomerimes blaming 
a Separation, for which in general I have a perfect 
charity, and for many of whoſe particular mem- 
bers 1 have the trueſt eſteem and reſpect. 
The following extract from the Sermon * preach- 
ed before the Society the laſt year, is added to com- 
plete what remained to be ſaid on the ſubject of 
piſcopacy in our colonies ; and to ſtrengchen the 
whole by ſo great an authority. 


| * By the preſent Lord Biſhop of Londen. 
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If the wiſdom of Government. whilſt em- 
ployed in improving every advantage, which 
may make thoſe Countries.a real ſtrength and 
ſecurity to our own, or give them a more ex- 
tenſive influence in forming the manners of the 
nations around them, ſhall find the ſtate of Re- 


ligion in every view of that importance, as to 


deſerve the molt ſerious attention : it cannot be 
thought an improper occaſion to expreſs our 
hopes, that a proviſion will be made for a more 


regular exerciſe of Diſcipline, and for the ad- 


miniſtration of thoſe offices of our Church, 
which by its conſtitution, derived from the ear- 
lieſt ages of Chriſtianity, require a ſuperior Or- 
der in the miniſtry to diſcharge them. Nor can 
we apprehend, that this proviſion, - confined 
merely to the purpoſes of order and decency ; 
without affecting any privilege or diſtinction, 


which might ſeem to intertere with the rights 


of civil government, or give any juſt occaſion 
of offence to thoſe of a different perſuaſion, with 
whom we wiſh to live as friends, and ſervantsof the 
ſame common maſter ; can reaſonably admit of 
objection from any quarter : fince it cannot be 
denied, that, whilſt the Romiſh Church enjoys 
the full and free exerciſe of her Religion in all 


its rites, and every Sect is at liberty to obſerve. 


every form, which marks and conſtitutes its diſ- 
tinction; our eſtabliſhment alone wants the re- 
gular adminiſtration of thoſe offices, which are 
eflential to complete its character, as a proteſtant 


reformed Church. And it this Society, in 
wiſhing - well to ſuch a deſign, diſclaims every 


other view but that of promoting ſuch order 


and diſcipline, as we are in conſcience perſuaded, . 
will moſt effectually anſwer thoſe purpoſes of 


Religion and Virtue for which it was inſtituted ; 


we cannot bat hope, that the ſerious part of 


thoſe who diſſent from us, will forgive us this 
| ** wrong 
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wrong ; and even its moſt avowed enemies will 
in their cooler thoughts return to a better tem- 
per, more becoming that Religion we all pro- 
fels, and abate of their ſeyerity in cenſuring the 
conduct of thoſe, whoſe principles are too can- 
did. and breathe too much of the ſpirit of the, 
Goſpel, to allow them to return railing for 
railing. It is better ſuited to that tem- 
per and moderation, with which all our pro- 
ceedings are directed, to ſubmit our conduct in 
this and every other inſtance to the judgment 
of the impartial and diſpaſſionate ; and to ex- 
preſs our hopes and our prayers to Heaven, in 
the language and truly Chriſtian ſentiments of 
a Prelate of our church:“ That the time may 


come, when we ſhall all b, of owe heart and of one 
way of diſcipline and worſhip ; and that by exchanging 
he good offices of common charity and a public ſpirit, 
we may by God's bleſſing enlarge our underſtandings 
and our affections to each other, and ſo meet nearer 
upon earth, and inſeparabi in heaven. 


* Biſhop Kennet. See Obſervations, p. 54+ 
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Page 10. Line g. for Jay 
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read lie. 1. 13. read among us ; aud yet, -- 


P. 17. 1. 3. for expedient, read neceſ/ary, 
P. 2 1. I. 20. for cveruz, read over-run, 

P. 28. I. 12. for now, read 4new. 

P. 31.1. 9. read pronunciation, 

P. 33. 1. 7. read Aſſembly, 

P. 34. I. 10. read, I have not, or cannot find. 
P. 40. Note “ read Broauniſbis. 

P. 54. J. 25. for Rem. 5 5, read p. 57, &c. 
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